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The majority of the church in history since the 
Reformation has held to the Historical School of 
Interpretation of the Books of Daniel and of Revelation. 


The popular futurist school is of relatively recent 
innovation. We trust this book will explain many 
contradictory difficulties on this interesting subject. Is 
there really to be expected a great Antichrist in the next 
few years? 


PREFACE 


This book is written right on time. For years many 
sincere evangelical Christians have believed the Futurist 
theory of Bible interpretation. Basically and in short, this 
teaches that a personal political leader becomes a false 
Messiah to the Jews. He is the complete fulfillment of all 
teaching on the Antichrist or the man of sin. Before he 
makes a covenant with the Jews in the Holy Land, the 
Temple of the Jews must be rebuilt, and in this temple he 
makes his covenant. At the same time there will be a rising 
of the ten kingdoms in Continental Europe, to fulfill the 
ten toes of the Gentile image of Daniel. 

Those who believe this interpretation are eagerly 
looking at the European Common Market as prima facie 
evidence that their understanding is correct, for if there 
comes a full confederation of ten European kingdoms 
under the Antichrist, they believe their understanding will 


be proved to be correct; but if the present nine (not ten) 
federated States in Europe disintegrate, which seems most 
likely, then their whole concept will be shattered. We wait to 
see whether indeed these states do break up. 

One magazine majoring on this futurist approach recently 
said that the Antichrist was already overdue, and in fact may 
already be here! The Temple has not been rebuilt; in fact, 
the Jews by their laws would never profane the religious 
shrine of another faith by pulling down the Dome on the 
Rock, even if it is built over the sacred rock on which Isaac 
was offered. 

Many of these futurists tell us that ‘Jesus may come 
tonight,’ but if this is true, no Antichrist has time to 
appear. It is said that he will wear out the saints of the 
Most High (Dan.7:21), which most certainly happened at 
the time of the dark ages, but does it have to happen in 
our generation? Events in the present restoration and 
renewal of the church contradict such a thought. 

It is because the teaching of the futurists is not working 
out that this book has been written to try to give clear 
teaching on how historical events, already known to us, 
have demonstrated the perfect fulfillment of so many of 
these prophecies. The falling away, the Antichrist and the 
tribulation are already passed into history. They do not 


have to reappear. We are on the upsurge of the 
restoration cycle today, as we near the end of the age. We 
are not on the downgrade. Antichrist is giving way to 
Christ. 

In teaching the identity of the Antichrist in history, we 
wish to assure our Roman Catholic friends that no insult is 
intended to them or the members of any denomination. 
The Priest Savonarola arose in April 1490 A.D. to protest 
the degradations and ignorance of his church leaders, but 
he was put to death. Martin Luther arose to protest the 
unscriptural teachings of the Pope. Neither was against 
the Christian Church, but they were for Jesus and His Word 
... the Bible. They wanted to be a blessing to the church. 

If we refer to the ‘errors or pretensions of Rome,’ we 
must not forget to keep in mind that many of these errors 
were transmitted to the Protestant churches born after 
the Reformation. We are living in a day of total cleansing 
from sin, iniquity and doctrinal error in the whole church 
at large. In searching for truth | do not wish to insult 
anyone, for we are reminded of John the Apostle who was 
commanded to measure (1) the Temple, (2) the Altar, and 
(3) the people. This is exactly what is being done by the 
Holy Spirit through anointed men today. The church and 
its members are being measured by God’s Word, in order 


that we may put off the old garments and put on the new. 
The Bride is to be arrayed in glorious garments of 
righteousness, holiness and truth. 

Tremendous changes are taking place today in all 
denominations. Is there time for an Antichrist to appear 
and rule over a world church as some teach? The World 
Council of Churches appears to be less of a force in the 
world today than it was at its inception. 

Events will show whether the contents of this book are true, 
and we believe we do not have long to wait. 

We beg of our many friends who know only the futurist 
interpretation to bear with us and consider prayerfully what has 
been committed to print. There is another point of view, 
which seems to be far more correct. It is the historicist 
school. 


FOREWORD 


No one interested in the fulfillments of Bible Prophecy 
will be indifferent toward H.A. Maxwell Whyte’s Where Is 
The Antichrist? His forthright presentation of the historical 
school of prophetic interpretation will hold the interest of 
every reader. 


In some respects, Where Is The Antichrist? may be like 
the cat let loose in the chicken coop! Those who have held 
the futurist system of prophetic interpretation as an 
integral part of their evangelical fabric may well feel rather 
jolted by Maxwell Whyte’s bold bid to take the theory 
apart. They have my genuine sympathy. | can still 
remember my own traumatic experience some 32 years 
ago when the futurist interpretations on which I had been 
raised as a young man suddenly ceased to be acceptable 
to me. 

The steps | took then to rethink Bible Prophecy, | would 
sincerely recommend to students today. | determined to 
stand, mentally, with the prophets in their day, then to 
search diligently through history to find a reasonable 
fulfillment of their prophecy. The conclusion | came to was 
that most major prophecies had already had an historical 
fulfillment, and, as aptly expressed by the author of this 
book, there is no need for a second fulfillment. 

Now, to endorse the historical principle as expressed in 
this book is not necessarily to accept every detail of 
interpretation. In this field there must be room for 
differences of thought, whether we be Historicist or 
Futurist. May | suggest you consider the principle of 


historical fulfillment, and not be disturbed by any detailed 
treatment of individual prophecies. 

| wish the reader every blessing, even excitement, and 
indeed, if need be, Divine enlightenment as these pages 
are perused. And to the author | offer congratulations on 
his bold attempt to call us back to a valid alternative to the 
modern systems of prophetic interpretation which have 
proved unsatisfactory to so many. 


Leo Harris 
Adelaide, South Australia 


[This book was written in about 1976] 


CHAPTER ONE 
THE FALLING AWAY 


During the last 130 years the evangelical church in 
general has believed and taught that there would be a 
great falling away from the truth of the Word of God 
toward the end of the Christian dispensation. Scary 
sermons have been preached warning that the days would 
come when Christians in western lands would be put 
against the wall and shot in mass massacres, and that the 
Bible would be taken from them, their children trained in 
atheism, and that with its last gasp the beaten, battered, 
bruised, bleeding Bride of Christ would say, “Even so come 
Lord Jesus and rescue me from this position of total 
defeat.” 

If such an extreme position has not been taken by 
some, at least a negative outlook has been held by 
thousands with the general view that everything would get 
worse and worse because the great falling away of the 
church had to occur, and there was very little if anything 
that the church could do, except wait for the inevitable 
and the rapture. 


Since 1960 the general outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
upon the whole church has increased tremendously, we 
dare to suggest with geometric progression, and quite 
unexpectedly to evangelicals the Spirit of God has been 
filling many in the ‘dead institutional churches’ and 
thousands of Roman Catholics are gathering in charismatic 
conventions to rejoice in the newfound liberty of the Holy 
Spirit, to pray for each other, and to manifest the nine gifts 
of the Holy Spirit as enumerated in | Cor.12:8—-10, and to 
lift up Jesus as Lord. The Jesus revolution has started 
among our young generation, and both these significant 
trends have upturned many previously held theories about 
the falling away. It now seems to many that we are on the 
verge of the greatest revival of the Christian church ever to 
be imagined in church history. It would seem that a great 
falling away of the church and a great restoration of the 
church are two mutually contradictory positions, and that 
present events are moving so rapidly to a climax that we 
must reexamine our whole understanding of Bible 
prophecy. The fundamentalist churches that have majored 
on the falling away concept are now being invaded by the 
Holy Spirit, and among these people we have found that 
there is a new hunger to understand some things that they 
have been taught that no longer seem to make any sense 


in view of present happenings. In other words, we find 
Christians newly baptized in the Spirit in a general state of 
confusion concerning eschatology. 

The whole concept of a falling away is based on Paul’s 
teachings to the Thessalonians in chapter 2 and verse 3. It is a 
common mistake to try to fit scriptures into events that are 
happening in our lifetime. We well remember that before World 
War II thousands were trying to find Hitler and Mussolini in the 
Bible. Many claimed to have done so and preached sermons on 
their findings! Certain scriptures in Daniel and Isaiah 
seemed to fit the picture so exactly that jump 
interpretations were made, usually without any 
knowledge of how these scriptures had already been 
fulfilled perfectly in history; in fact, church and world 
history is usually not a strong point with many 
theologians! The early Christian church in Thessalonica 
knew perfectly well that Jesus was going to return to this 
earth. The scriptures plainly taught it, Jesus emphasized it, 
and so it would happen one day. We are in agreement 
with them today. It will happen! The mistake they made 
was to believe it would happen in their lifetime! It must be 
supposed that many generations were quite sure that it 
would happen in their time also, but it did not. With the 
coming of the Holy Spirit upon the church at the turn of 
this century, the Lord emphasized through the oral gifts of 
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the Spirit that Jesus was coming back soon, because the 
very fact of the renewed outpouring of the Spirit upon all 
flesh was obviously a great sign of the near coming of the 
Lord. But how near? How soon? It is in the interpretation 
of ‘near’ and ‘soon’ that thousands have made grievous 
mistakes. 

Paul had the difficult task of persuading an enthusiastic 
church that the actual return of Jesus was a long way off. 
There can be little doubt that some resented his slow 
approach to Bible prophecy. In our lifetime, we have heard 
many sincere and enthusiastic Christian ministers suggest 
that the Lord Jesus might come back that very night, but 
He has not! Altar calls have been based on sermons 
warning people that the church door might be closed 
before the next service, and pressing them to make their 
decisions NOW, not based on sound Bible exegesis, but on 
fear. What reaction would there be in some of these 
‘converts’ when Jesus did not return as suggested by the 
evangelist? The cliché, ‘if He tarry,’ can boomerang. 

Paul warned the Thessalonians that they should not be 
shaken in mind, or be troubled, because they believed the 
return of Christ was at hand, but he told them that before 
this great event would occur, there would be THE great 
falling away FIRST. We have emphasized the word ‘the’ 
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because the Greek carries this clear meaning. The word ‘a’ 
in our King James Version is incorrect. Paul is referring to 
the specific falling away, not several, but one particular 
all-important, never-to-be-repeated falling away of the 
church. After a series of world-shattering events Jesus 
would return. 

Matthew Henry in his commentary states that this 
falling away would be a general apostasy in matters of 
sound doctrine, church government, instituted worship 
and a holy life. The falling away had no reference to 
secular governments or leaders. It would be gradual but 
progressive, leading to the revelation of the man of sin or the 
antichrist. History reveals this is exactly what happened, and the 
early church, full of the graces and gifts of the Spirit, 
degenerated into an apostate church which controlled the 
whole of Europe from 600 to 1517 A.D. when the Reformation 
began. During and after these years such true Christians as 
existed throughout Europe were hounded like dogs, beaten, 
starved, put on the rack, and it is reckoned by Dr. Gratton 
Guiness that 50 million Christians were martyred in the 
dark ages. 

If these tragedies have already been fulfilled to the very 
letter, why should we expect them to happen again? If the 
scripture has been faithfully fulfilled, by what right of 
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exegesis and logic may we expect a secondary fulfillment? 
The whole purpose of prophecy and its principle is clearly 
stated by Jesus when He said, “I go unto my Father ... And 
NOW | have told you before it come to pass, that, when it 
is come to pass, ye might believe” (John 14:28-29). The 
prophecies that would take place between His ascension 
from the Mount of Olives and His return to the same place 
could only be understood in their fulfillment. This 
disposes at once of clever guesswork, jumping to wrong 
conclusions and making Bible prophecy of one’s own 
private interpretation. The Greek word idios meaning 
‘private’ as given in Il Peter 1:20 means ‘one’s own.’ It is to 
be regretted that vast numbers of strange Bible 
interpretations and prognostications are simply from 
‘one’s own’ mind, and yet books are written and 
sometimes sell into a million copies, which contain man- 
made conclusions that have no bearing on the Bible at all. 
In fact, the Bible becomes simply an excuse for their 
interpretations. 

When Bible prophecy is fulfilled to the very letter, then 
there is no room for doubt, and our faith rises to new 
heights. Can we imagine the searchings that were made in 
Old Testament times in regard to the ‘contradictory’ 
prophecies concerning the first advent of Jesus. He would 
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come out of (1) Nazareth, (2) Bethlehem and (3) Egypt. No 
doubt many in those days made learned discourses on 
how these prophecies would be fulfilled (or not fulfilled) 
depending on what school of interpretation they belonged 
to. The events themselves fulfilled the prophecies, not 
the prognosticators! 

During the war years of 1941-42, two full gospel, 
fundamental preachers were enabled to travel to Italy by 
permission of the United States government to inform 
Mussolini that he was the King of the North as recorded in 
Daniel 11:40, and that he would succeed in taking the Holy 
Land. Events proved that Mussolini never got into the Holy 
Land, but this prophecy was fulfilled in every perfect detail 
when Antiochus defeated the King of the South, Egypt, in 
past history. It does not have to be fulfilled again! (See 
Matthew Henry Commentary). 

Another point of confusion among many has been the 
meaning of the words ‘the last days.’ In II Tim. 3:1 Paul 
wrote, “This know also, that IN THE LAST DAYS perilous 
times shall come.” These carnal men described in verses 
2—5 were to appear in the last days. They would be covetous, 
rebellious, truce breakers, without natural affection, 
incontinent (without self-control), fierce, false accusers, traitors, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God, and 
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they would have a form of godliness which would deny the 
power of God, and those who were believers were told to 
turn away from these unprincipled religious men. This is a 
clear description of the condition of the rulers of the 
church during the dark ages. Any reading of the history of 
the church will reveal the truth of this scripture. The last 
days simply mean ‘the days of the church age,’ commonly 
known as Anno Domini. Thus the church age is contrasted 
with the Before Christ days of the old covenant. 

Whereas we agree that wickedness reaches its 
consummation in the present harvest time of this age, and 
we still have churches which deny the power of God, ruled 
by unprincipled men, yet the major fulfillment was 
undoubtedly in the time of the falling away from the 
Apostolic Church into the ignorance and debauchery of the 
dark ages. In D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation, he 
tells of the journey that Martin Luther took to Rome, and 
in Northern Italy he stopped over in a monastery of his 
religious order. One of the priests boasted of how he 
‘fooled’ the people by referring to the Body of Christ as 
‘the body of a dog,’ speaking in Latin. He thought it a huge 
joke, but Luther was not amused. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
THE ORIGIN OF THE THEORY 


The clear inference that THE falling away would occur 
after the apostolic age would seem to be obvious to all. To 
ignore history and to attempt to project these scriptures in 
Thessalonians into the indefinite future would seem to us 
to be most unsound interpretation. There must be a 
reason, and of course there is. All schools of interpretation 
have an originator, and the futuristic interpretation is no 
exception. 

In the early days of the suffering church between 100 
and 325 A.D. great comfort was drawn from the scriptures, 
especially the Book of Revelation, which seemed to be so 
explicit in describing some of the tortures that they 
endured. Domitian, Nero, Diocletian and others all seemed 
to shine out of the scriptures as the ‘many antichrists’ 
spoken of by John in | John 2:18. In this verse the apostle 
clearly shows us that there would be many antichrists, but 
it was yet impossible to have any understanding as to the 
identity of the man of sin, the supreme antichrist of 
history. He had not been revealed. 
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In Old Testament times the Jews reading Daniel’s 
prophecies would soon identify Antiochus IV Epiphanes as 
a model for antichrist. It was he who in 20 B.C. polluted 
the Jewish Temple by offering a sow on its altar. The man 
of sin is described by Paul as being the “son of perdition,” 
and Jesus called Judas Iscariot “the son of perdition” in 
John 17:12. John gives the definition of the word Antichrist 
by saying that he is one who was with them, but went out 
from them, because they were not truly of the same spirit 
(I John 2:19). In other words, an antichrist is one who was 
at one time working in the Christian church but became 
apostate. Judas Iscariot fits this definition. This does not 
describe a political anti-God ruler yet to come. The prefix 
anti means ‘in the place of,’ or ‘vice-,’ and although 
antichrist would be against the children of God, he would 
only be so by being a false Christ, or a pretending Christ to 
deceive. He would have a form of religion that would be 
passed off as Christianity but would deny the very 
foundations of New Testament Christianity. He would be a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

Jesus made this quite clear when He said to His Jewish 
disciples, “Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is 
Christ, or there; believe it not, for there shall arise false 
Christs” (Matt. 24:23-24). A false Christ is an antichrist. 


17 


The word comes from the Greek pseudes from which we 
get the English ‘pseudo-Christ.’ The ultimate of this man of 
sin would be perdition, or perishing as with Judas Iscariot. 
In Il Thess. 2:8 we read that the man of sin would be 
destroyed by the Spirit coming from the mouth of Jesus 
and by the brightness of His coming, surely referring to the 
final outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh and the 
manifestation of the charismatic gifts, culminating in the 
literal return of Jesus. In the Encyclopedia Britannica we 
are informed that in times of political excitement during 
the first centuries of the Christian Church, men appealed 
again and again to the prophecy of Antichrist, but as the 
time for the rise of THE prophesied Antichrist had not yet 
come, only the many antichrists could be seen, and 
suitable comfort obtained from the Bible for the suffering 
martyr church. 

With the completion of the falling away, however, the 
whole concept changed. Early reformers saw a monstrous 
organization arising, usurping all the authority of the Body 
of Christ, but revealing none of its graces or gifts. The 
great apostasy had arrived. The Emperor Phocas 
announced Pope Innocent III to be supreme pontiff of all 
the churches in Christendom in 606 A.D. The protecting 
power of the pagan Roman Empire had been withdrawn, 
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and the power of the Caesars gave way to the power of 
the Popes. We quote from Matthew Henry: “Great 
disputes have been as to who or what is intended by this 
man of sin and son of perdition; and, if it be not certain 
that the Papal Power and tyranny are principally or only 
intended, yet this is plain.” He further said that “there was 
something that hindered or withheld, until it was taken 
away. This is supposed to be the power of the Roman 
Empire.” 

In 1190 A.D. the Abbot Joachim of Floris and his followers, 
known as the Joachites, were the first to realize and believe that 
the new Pontifex Maximus in Rome was the Antichrist and 
taught Richard | (Coeur de Lion) the Crusader of his beliefs. 
Later in 1380 John Wycliffe translated the Bible into the English 
language and quickly identified the Pope as the man of sin. Early 
reformers before and after Martin Luther identified the 
Pope as the Antichrist, and this became the most terrifying 
weapon of all reformist preaching. It is true to say that 
more sermons were preached on the Pope being Antichrist 
than that the true believer was justified by faith. In fact, 
Martin Luther himself wrote twice to Pope Leo X informing 
him with great bluntness that he was Antichrist in his day. 
Leo did not appreciate this revelation. 

The teaching of this revelation of antichrist was 
believed universally by all reformers. It gave rise to the 
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Protestant Reformation and it was loudly proclaimed by 
such well-known leaders as Peter Waldo (1180 A.D.), 
Wycliffe, John Huss of Bohemia, Luther, Calvin, Ridley and 
Latimer, Bullinger, John Knox, Foxe, Bunyan, John Wesley, 
Finney, Moody, Grattan Guiness, Spurgeon, F.B. Meyer, 
etc., and there were no exceptions. They all believed that 
the Pope was the complete fulfillment of Antichrist to 
arise in ‘the last days,’ that is, in Anno Domini days. 

The historical interpretation was incorporated into the 
doctrines of the Church of England (Westminster 
Confession 1647), the Church of Scotland (Confession of 
Faith 1580), the Church of Ireland (Articles 1615), the 
Dutch Reformed Church, the Lutheran Church and other 
Reformed churches. 

In the King James Bible there is a preface containing a 
letter of thanks and appreciation from all the Bishops of 
the Church of England who had their part in this 
translation in 1611 A.D. They congratulated King James for 
his zeal toward the house of God, by writing in defense of 
the truth, which has given such a blow to that Man of Sin 
as will not be healed. The letter went on to express the 
thought that this translation would cause Popish persons 
to traduce them, and to speak lies about them, and 
generally malign them, because they desired to keep the 
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people in ignorance and darkness. Truly the translations of 
the Bible did indeed bring the apostasy to a decline and in 
our day we are seeing its remains destroyed by the coming 
of the Holy Spirit in power. The Popish persons manifested 
the Man of Sin. 

Matthew Henry comments that the Antichrist, here 
mentioned in Il Thessalonians, is a usurper of God’s 
authority in the Christian church who claims divine honors, 
and to whom can this better apply than to the Bishops of 
Rome to whom the most blasphemous titles have been 
given — ‘Our Lord God the Pope,’ ‘Another God on Earth,’ 
‘The Dominion of God and the Pope is the same.’ 

This teaching and knowledge of the person of the 
Antichrist was believed by every reformer bar none, and 
then right on through to the 19" century. There was not 
one reformer’s voice raised in objection, and there were 
no alternate schools of interpretation of the prophecies of 
Daniel and Revelation. The revelation of the Antichrist was 
the major cause of the Reformation, gaining ground in 1517 at 
Wittenberg in Eastern Germany. One half of the church in 
Germany broke with Rome and became Lutherans; from 
Lutheranism sprang Presbyterianism in Holland and 
Scotland, and Congregationalism in England. 
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Such a weapon had to be countered. It was destroying 
the power of the Popes. In 1539 Ignatius Loyola founded 
the Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits. Their main purpose was 
to bring back into the fold of Rome the Protestants, by any 
means possible; in fact, their motto was ‘The end justifies 
the means.’ From their number arose Francisco de Ribera, 
a Spanish priest, who wrote a commentary on the 
Apocalypse which was printed in 1593 A.D. His thesis was 
inserted in the form of notes in a Vulgate Bible and put 
forth the suggestion that the Antichrist was a political ruler 
who would yet appear on the horizon. This ruler would 
arise at the end time and would make a covenant with the 
Jews in a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem and rule for three- 
and- a-half years. He would become a world ruler of great 
power and malignity and would in fact rule over the whole 
world and subdue the church to himself and create in that 
day a world church. These notes were hidden and 
forgotten for centuries. No one took them very seriously, 
at least no Protestant did, even if he knew of them; but 
1838 A.D. Archbishop William Howley appointed Samuel 
Roffey Maitland as Librarian and Keeper of Manuscripts at 
Lambeth Palace, where the library of the Church of 
England was kept. Dr. Maitland discovered this writing of 
Francisco Ribera and published it. At this time (1831 A.D.) 
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the Plymouth Brethren were formed, having begun in 
Dublin, Ireland, six years before. Their object was to enjoy 
Christian fellowship outside the walls of the traditional 
churches and so move toward their concept of primitive 
Christianity. John Nelson Darby became their 
unquestioned leader and he accepted the futurist 
interpretation of the Jesuit priest Ribera as discovered by 
Dr. Maitland. The Plymouth Brethren were probably the 
first groups to study the Bible prophecies seriously outside 
of traditional churches, which had become 
institutionalized after the heat of the Reformation died 
down. Thus the evangelicals, as they were called, accepted 
this strange Jesuit ‘red herring.’ 

We must not suppose that the Holy Spirit was the 
motivating power behind Ribera’s inventions, which ran 
completely counter to the emerging revelations of the 
Reformers, and it is very interesting to note that in spiritist 
séances today in the present resurgence of occultism, 
great emphasis is being placed upon their demonic 
revelations that indeed a Great Ruler is coming who will 
rule the whole earth, and who will be the embodiment of 
Satan himself. In addition to this, Jean Dixon, the notorious 
medium, prophesies that the great Antichrist ruler is 
coming to rule the whole earth. Christians know that the 
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only Ruler Who is going to rule this earth is Jesus Christ the 
Son of God. The government shall be upon His shoulder 
and He shall be called the Prince of Peace. No Antichrist will 
usurp this position. If the evil spirits in occultism cause Jean 
Dixon and Francisco Ribera to agree, what conclusion is there 
but that the spirit of Antichrist is working through these 
mediums. John explains in | John 4:3 that the spirit of 
antichrist was already in the world, but that it should yet 
be manifest. What is a spirit? It must either be of God or 
the devil, and as this spirit does not agree with the Holy 
Spirit, it must be a powerful demon spirit. 

Are we to believe what a demon teaches? No wonder 
Paul wrote to Timothy warning him that “in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in 
hypocrisy” (I Tim. 4:1-2). By ‘latter times’ we understand 
the period known as Anno Domini, and it was in the dark 
ages that the demons took over and the doctrines of the 
church became antichristian. 

From 1840 A.D. onwards the teaching of the futurist 
interpretation became the accepted one among 
fundamental evangelicals. In general, the members of the 
historic churches knew little or nothing of it, but it can 
readily be seen that with the renewed outpouring of the 
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Spirit in our day and the entering into the last generation 
mentioned by Jesus after the restoration of Jerusalem 
(Luke 21:24-32), the whole complexion of Bible prophecy 
is undergoing radical changes, as we are brought by events 
to understand that there is not going to be a great falling 
away of the church into apostasy again, but conversely a 
great restoration of the church preparatory to the coming 
of Jesus the Bridegroom for His Bride who is now making 
herself ready. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
THE GREAT PARENTHESIS 


Every tree has a root, every doctrine has a proof text, 
and the root of the futurist interpretation lies in Daniel 
9:26-27. If it can be shown that this root or proof text has 
no relevance to a coming dictator; if we can demonstrate 
that this scripture has already been perfectly fulfilled, then 
we feel that an honest investigation will show that it does 
not have to be fulfilled a second time. Of course, if there 
be those who insist that there must be a second 
fulfillment, let it be based on sound exegesis and not on 
pure guesswork. 

The first part of chapter nine in Daniel deals with his 
prayer for the restoration of Jerusalem and the Jewish 
people. The answer to this prayer was the appearance of 
the angel Gabriel who informed him that a prophetical 
period of seventy weeks was determined upon the Jews, 
and that following the completion of this time period 
Jerusalem and the Temple would be destroyed, the Jews 
scattered among all nations, and the Messiah would come, 
fulfilling the prophecies spoken of Him. It is understood by 
all Bible scholars that these seventy weeks represent weeks of 
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years, that is to say, a period of 490 years. When this period ran 
out the Messiah would be revealed, rejected, crucified in the 
midst of the last week, and then afterwards Jerusalem would be 
utterly destroyed. This period of 490 years was divided 7 plus 
62 plus 1. The first seven weeks, or forty-nine years, would 
see the completion of Jerusalem and the temple under 
Ezra and Nehemiah; then the long period of 62 weeks, or 
434 years, would be Jewish history up to the beginning of 
the final week of seven years, which would begin with the 
anointing of the Most Holy — the Son of God baptized in 
water in Jordan and anointed of the Holy Spirit in 27 A.D. 
This would give the Jews seven years to accept or reject 
their Messiah. It was God’s last call to His people. He came 
to His own but they received Him not (John 1:11). 

In order to try to put some substance into the futurist 
interpretation it was necessary to build an imaginary 
bridge called The Great Parenthesis which would extend 
the 69" week into the 70°" week by a long period of some 
2000 years. Thus the first 69 weeks would be faithfully 
fulfilled in sequence, but then a hiatus would be 
introduced so the final events were postponed into the 
indefinite future. The very wording of the prophecy in 
Daniel 9:24-27 precludes any need or possibility of this 
parenthesis. The whole seventy weeks were determined 


27 


1. To finish the transgression. God had set a time limit 


2. 


of 490 years in which to ‘finish the transgression.’ 
Transgression is sin or wrongdoing, but it is more; it 
is the breaking of a known law. The only people who 
had the Law given to them in the old Mosaic 
dispensation were the Israelites. They were the 
transgressors of the Law. This reminds us of Isaiah 
53:8 where the prophet speaks of the coming 
Messiah and says, ‘For the transgression of My 
people was He stricken.’ Jesus Christ, as the Lamb of 
God, was to make an end of transgression by being 
‘stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted’ (Isaiah 53:4). 
In other words, on the Cross of Calvary, He died for 
the sins of the world and the transgression of ‘My 
People’ Israel. He is the Savior of the world and the 
Redeemer of Israel (John 4:42 and Isaiah 54:5). 

To make an end of sins. Not only did Christ atone 
for transgression, the breaking of known laws of 
God; He also atoned for all sins, whether of 
commission or omission, known or unknown. In 
Hebrews 9:26 we read: ‘But now once in the end of 
the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself.’ Again, in John 1:29, ‘Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
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world.’ And again, in Isaiah 38:17, ‘Thou hast cast all 
my sins behind Thy back.’ Christ’s vicarious death 
has atoned for all sin; there is but one sin that now 
stands between God and man -— the sin of unbelief; 
‘of sin, because they believe not on Me.’ There is 
but one thing that will debar a person of eternal life, 
and that is his or her persisting in unbelief and refusing 
to accept Jesus Christ as Savior. 

To ‘make reconciliation for iniquity.’ We are told in Il 
Cor. 5:19 that ‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself.’ Here the scriptures speak of 
reconciliation for iniquity, not transgression; and so 
potentially all mankind is embraced in God’s saving 
grace. Not only Israel who had transgressed God’s 
Law, but also those who had not the Law (but are 
nevertheless sinners), are included here. It is to us 
who believe that the Lord has given the wonderful 
ministry of reconciliation, based on the Atonement, 
for in Il Cor. 5:18-20 we read that God ‘hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation,’ so that as 
His ambassadors we should carry the message to 
others that they too ‘be reconciled to God.’ Our 
commission is Mark 16:15-16. 
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4. To ‘bring in everlasting righteousness.’ The Lord 
tells us in Isaiah 51:6-8 that His salvation shall be for 
ever, and His righteousness shall not be abolished. 
And again, ‘My righteousness shall be for ever, and 
my salvation from generation to generation.’ In | 
Cor. 1:30 we read that Christ ‘is made unto us ... 
righteousness.’ Man, apart from Christ, has no 
righteousness, for all human righteousness is in 
God’s sight as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). The 
righteousness of Christ which is imputed to us at 
conversion must become imparted righteousness, 
so that the indwelling life of Christ wholly 
transforms us into His likeness. Ultimately, the 
righteousness of Christ’s kingdom will prevail 
throughout the whole earth, which shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of God (read 
Habakkuk 2:14). 

5. To ‘seal up the vision and prophecy.’ What does 
this mean? It means that Christ would confirm the 
message of the Prophets, and seal or end the old 
dispensation of the Law, opening a new 
dispensation, that of Grace. ‘For all the prophets 
and the law prophesied until John (Matt. 11:13). 
John the Baptist came and preached repentance, 


30 


saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ That was 
to be the new dispensation. The coming of Christ 
closed the old dispensation, sealed it up, but 
opened a new one with the message of the 
‘kingdom of heaven.’ Or, as we read in John 1:17, 
‘The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ.’ 

To ‘anoint the Most Holy.’ The anointing of the 
Most Holy is wonderful in its fulfillment. It took 
place, as we know, at the baptism of Christ, when 
He was anointed with the Holy Spirit. John the 
Baptist bore record, saying, ‘| saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
upon Him’ (John 1:32). He also testified that Christ 
was the ‘Son of God.’ (v. 34). 

This anointing of Christ with the Holy Spirit at the age 
of thirty years, reminds us that originally it was at this 
age that the priests in Israel were anointed and 
consecrated for their holy ministry. Upon His being 
anointed with the Holy Spirit, Christ commenced His 
earthly ministry, declaring that the prophecy of 
Isaiah 61:1 was fulfilled. ‘The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, for He hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
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captives, and recovering sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bound?’ (cf. Luke 4:18). 

The anointing of the Most Holy, the Messiah, at 
the end of the 69™ week was in wonderful 
fulfillment of the scripture, and right on time! This 
leaves another ‘week,’ the 70". i.e., the last seven 
years of the 490-year period. Taking ‘in the midst of 
the (70'") week to mean about the middle of the last 
seven years of the 490 years, this brings us to the 
Crucifixion, which was three years after Christ’s 
baptism and anointing at Jordan. Christ was ‘cut off’ 
(killed) not for any wrongdoing which He had done, 
but for the sins of others (cf. Daniel 9:26 and Isaiah 
53:8). How remarkable is the fulfillment, both as to 
its timing and purpose! 

Confirmation of the Covenant. We read that ‘He 
(the Messiah) shall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week,’ that is, the last ‘week’ — seven years — 
of the ‘seventy weeks’ period. Malachi 3:1 speaks of 
Christ as the ‘Messenger of the Covenant.’ It was 
during this period of seven years — the last seven 
years of the 490- year period — from the time Christ 
commenced His ministry until the time of His 
rejection by the leaders and people of the Jewish 
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nation, that the covenant was confirmed to them, 
and for a further three or four years until the Jewish 
nation also rejected the message preached to them 
by the apostles. Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s 
commentary supports this view on Page 641: ‘In the 
midst of the’ — the seventy weeks extend to 33 A.D. 
about three or four years after Christ’s death, during 
which the gospel was preached exclusively to the 
Jews. When the Jews persecuted the Church and 
stoned Stephen (Acts 7), the respite of grace 
granted to them was at an end (Luke 13:7-9). ‘Israel, 
having rejected Christ, was rejected by Christ.’ See 
Acts 3:25-26; also Acts 13:46, where Paul says, “Lo, 
we turn unto the Gentiles.” The Jews had not only 
rejected Christ, but also the witness of the Holy 
Spirit to Him. This commentary then goes on to 
show how the Prince Titus of verse 26, the son of 
the Emperor Vespasian, came with ‘the people’ (the 
Roman army) to conquer and destroy the Holy City. 
It was Jesus who confirmed the covenant with Israel. 
In Jeremiah 31:31 we read that God would make a 
new covenant with both houses of Israel, and in 
Isaiah 42:6 it was prophesied that God would give 
His Son for a covenant to the people, and for a light 
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to the Gentiles. Only Jesus fulfilled this, and no one else 
will ever make another covenant with Israel, in this 
generation of at any other time. Jesus is the Author of 
the New Testament, which was sealed in His Blood. 
In Daniel 9:27, reading of the Messiah, we find 
that He would confirm the covenant with Israel for 
one week of seven years, and then in the midst of 
this week He would cause the sacrifices and 
oblations of the Jews to cease. As the High Priest in 
the Temple was offering a sheaf of newly ripened 
wheat before the Lord in the Jewish Temple, Jesus 
was being offered up on the cross as the perfect 
sacrifice acceptable unto God. This occurred exactly 
three-and-a-half years after He was anointed with 
the Holy Spirit, and at the midpoint of the last week. 
During the next three-and-a-half years the Gospel 
was offered only to the Jews through the Holy Spirit, 
but they rejected the offer of forgiveness. They 
threw away the offer of the New Covenant made by 
Jesus, and they stoned God’s servant Stephen. In 
Acts 13:45-46 it is recorded that the Jews were 
filled with envy, and spoke against Paul’s preaching, 
contradicting and blaspheming, and Paul and 
Barnabas waxed bold and said, “It was necessary 
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that the word of God should first have been spoken 
to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, LO, WE 
TURN TO THE GENTILES.” Thus the door was closed 
to the Jews and opened to the Gentiles; the seventy 
weeks of years had come to an end. The prophecy of 
Daniel 9:24—27 had been completely fulfilled. It does 
not have to be fulfilled again. 

As we study verse 26 of this prophecy we find the 
‘proof text’ of the futurists. If this text does not 
mean what they say it should mean, then the whole 
framework and structure of their hypothesis falls in 
ruins. It can no longer be believed if it cannot be 
substantiated, and appeals to any other portion of 
the Bible dealing with the Man of Sin or the 
Antichrist would have no relevance to this verse 
whatsoever. 

We read that after 62 weeks following the 
reconstruction of the city of Jerusalem and the 
Temple, Messiah would be cut off, which is easily 
understood in the light of Isaiah’s prophecy in 
chapter 53 that He would be cut off out of the land 
of the living. Following this crucifixion it is recorded 
that ‘the people of the prince’ should come and 
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would destroy both the City of Jerusalem and the 
Temple. We must be very careful to understand that 
‘the people of the prince’ is a collective noun and 
applied to a plurality of people belonging to a prince 
or ruler. By no stretch of imagination or of grammar 
can we make ‘the people’ apply to an individual, but 
this is exactly what the futuristic interpretation, invented 
by a Spanish Jesuit priest, attempts to do. We submit 
that such an exegesis is impossible. Ribera said this 
referred to antichrist! We would repeat that the whole 
period of 490 years covers the period from the 
restoration of the Temple to the appearing of the 
Messiah in the midst of that temple, restored by 
Herod. The context refers to the work of Jesus the 
Messiah to the Jews and the Christians’ Savior. After 
this program is fulfilled ‘the people of the Prince’ 
appear and destroy everything. 

Matthew Henry in his commentary is very explicit 
about the correct understanding of these verses 25- 
27. Further, Jamieson, Fausset and Brown confirm 
that the only one who makes a covenant with the 
Jews is Jesus, for in Isaiah 42:6 it is written, ‘I will 
give thee for a covenant of the people,’ a clear 
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prophecy of Jesus and His death for His people 
Israel. 


The Prince was Titus, the people the Roman Army. 
Jesus makes clear reference to the surrounding of 
Jerusalem by armies in Matt. 24:15, Mark 13:14 and 
Luke 21:20. It was because of His warning that the 
Christians escaped in 68 and 69 A.D. when 
preparatory warning surroundings of Roman 
soldiers were made. The Christian Jews saw that the 
abomination of desolation was at hand as Daniel 
foretold in verse 27, for there could be no need of a 
Temple if the Jews were to be dispersed until 1967 
A.D. when Jerusalem was again restored to them. 
The abomination of desolation was the terrible 
destruction described as “the overspreading of 
abominations he shall make it desolate.” The prince 
Titus of the Roman people did a good job in 70 A.D. 
and Jerusalem was reduced to desolation. Now that 
the Jews have been restored to their Promised Land, 
and Jerusalem given into their hands again after the 
miraculous Six Day War of June 1967, there is no 
need to look for a secondary fulfillment. Jerusalem 
has been released, and when it is attacked by the 
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Russian invasion described in Ezekiel chapters 38- 
39, it is God Himself who destroys them in the valley 
of Megiddo, nearly forty miles north of Jerusalem. 
The Russian armies never reach the gates of the 
Holy City. 

This is why those who hold the futurist 
interpretation are in confusion today. They have to 
try to fit an invasion of an imaginary Antichrist into 
the present time and the final destruction of Gog. 
We are told that Ezekiel 38 and 39 do not apply to 
the Russian invasion, but to the invasion of 
Antichrist. The futurists must believe that Jerusalem 
will again be surrounded, again be desolated and 
ruled over by the Antichrist, who makes a covenant 
with them for three-and-a-half years. But Zechariah 
13:7-14:3 was fulfilled in 70 A.D. Jesus the Messiah 
already confirmed the covenant with them between 27 
and 34 A.D., first in His own ministry and then by the 
Holy Spirit through the church His Body. 

We must remember too that in the prophecy of 
the Gentile world image, beginning with the head of 
gold representing Nebuchadnezzar, until its final 
destruction, there would not be any intervening 
power arising, because the feet of this image 
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represented by the ten toes of the Holy Roman 
Empire under the Popes, would be destroyed by the 
STONE (Jesus), and the resulting wind of the Holy 
Spirit would blow away the dust after the 
pulverization. The same wind of the Spirit that blows 
away the dust of the old, blows into the Stone 
Kingdom reviving and restoring it, and the Stone 
that smote the image becomes a great mountain 
and fills the whole earth. Jesus arises supreme. We 
are now seeing the beginnings of the greatest 
restoration of the true Body of Christ that has ever 
been seen. The restoration of the Stone Kingdom 
follows in sequence the destruction of the Gentile 
Kingdoms. There is neither time nor room to fit in an 
imaginary Antichrist. He is now being destroyed by 
the brightness of the coming of Jesus. 

To attempt to find an imaginary Man of Sin who 
will yet rule the whole world, including Canada and 
the United States, in the last generation, and to 
justify such a strange view from one proof text in 
Daniel 9:26 that ‘the people of the Prince’ can be 
equated with the Man of Sin seems to us to be 
utterly incredible. 

We can only see restoration, not desolation. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


THREE AND A HALF YEARS 


The prophecies of both Daniel in the Old 
Testament and Revelation in the New Testament are 
integrated. If the prophetical time element in Daniel 
is that one day equals one year, then we must not 
force or break this essential factor to fit 
preconceived ideas, for one day will equal one year 
also in Revelation. The futurists pay no regard to this 
principle, and agree that a day is a year in Daniel, 
but insist on interpreting a day as a literal day of 24 
hours in Revelation. 

We have endeavored to demonstrate that the 
490 years of Daniel started at the time of Artaxerxes 
(458/7 B.C.) in his decree to rebuild the temple and 
the city of Jerusalem, and finished with the rejection 
of the Gospel by the Jews. Jesus made this so plain 
when speaking to the leaders of Jewry. He said, “The 
kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matt. 
21: 43). The preaching of the Kingdom of God was 
then taken to the Gentiles of Europe and after an 
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initial reception, finally nearly disappeared in the 
dark ages until it began to reappear in 1517 with the 
preaching of Martin Luther. If we reckon the falling 
away to have started around about 257 A.D., which 
agrees with history, then 1260 years later would 
bring us to Martin Luther. The references in the 
Book of Revelation to ‘a time, times and half a time’ 
and ‘a thousand two hundred and threescore days 
(Rev. 12:6 and 14) agree together that the time of 
the persecution of the woman virgin church would 
be exactly this period of time of 1260 day-years. The 
references to this 1260 day-year period are found in 
Rev. 11:3, where it is applied to the two witnesses, 
and it is truly a wonder what guesses are made as to 
the identity of these two witnesses. Some say 
Moses and Elijah, others Enoch and Elijah, but we 
must never be inconsistent in our approach to the 
Bible. The angel of the Lord gave the method of 
interpretation to John in Rev. 1:1 — he signified it, 
that is, he gave it to him in sign language. The Book 
of Revelation is a book of symbols which must not 
be taken literally. The root in the Greek means the 
same as ‘signs.’ A sign is not the substance, but a 
pointer thereto. A signpost points the way to the 
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fulfillment of our journey. We need not guess about 
the identity of the two witnesses, for the symbolic 
language is borrowed from Zech. 4 where Zechariah 
saw in a vision a gold candelabrum fed by a golden 
bowl containing oil, which in turn was fed by two 
olive branches from two olive trees. The whole 
vision concerns the future church which is 
symbolized in Rev. 1:13 as a golden candelabrum 
with seven candlesticks, with the appearance of 
Jesus behind. A candlestick in Zechariah means the 
same as in Revelation; it is the symbol of a local 
church. In Zechariah it applied to the building of the 
Temple in Jerusalem for the Jewish church. In 
Revelation it is applied to the sevenfold aspect of 
the Christian Church (seven is the number of 
perfection) throughout the world in its multitude of 
witnessing congregations. These sevenfold aspects 
of this witnessing church are described in Rev. 2 and 
3 under the names of churches in Asia Minor. In 
Zech. 4:11 the question is asked, “What are these 
two olive trees ...?” The reply is given, “These are 
the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the 
whole earth.” 
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When we turn to Revelation 11:3-4 we find 
exactly the same symbology used. “I will give power 
unto my two witnesses and they shall prophesy a 
thousand two hundred and threescore days ... These 
are the two olive trees and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth.” Two is the 
number of ‘witnesses.’ “The testimony of two men 
is true” (John 8:17). No one could be put to death 
under Israeli law by the testimony of one person — 
two were always required, and this stands on our 
legal statute books today. Two witnesses means 
complete confirmation and thus the two candlestick 
witnesses can only be two witnessing Spirit-filled 
churches, which witnessed in sackcloth for 1260 
years of history and were mostly put to death, and 
so lay in the streets of the city called Sodom and 
Egypt where our Lord was crucified (v. 8). As Jesus 
was raised again from the dead, so also was the 
church raised again by the Spirit of Life who entered 
them again in the same area of Continental Europe 
of the Holy Roman Empire, ruled over by the Popes. 
They were not buried. Sodom typified the 
licentiousness of those dark ages, and Egypt 
signified the nature of their religion, full of 
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blasphemy and spiritual adultery passing off as 
Christianity, while persecuting the true Christians 
and putting them to death. A picture of the work of 
Antichrist as seen by all reformers without 
exception, up to 1840 A.D. 

In this same chapter we have another mention of 
three and a half, but this time it is used in the same 
prophetical time context. The two witnesses were to 
lie as dead bodies for three-and-a-half days ... this 
would, of course, be equal to three-and-a-half years. 
During the twelfth century the Waldenses of Italy, 
the Hussites of Bohemia, the Albigenses of France 
and the Wickliffites in England were actively 
preaching that the Papacy was the Antichrist, the 
Man of Sin, and that the doctrines of the Church of 
Rome were blasphemous and unscriptural. As a 
result of this the Papacy declared open war against 
these witnessing ‘heretics’ and the terrible 
inquisition took place when these witnesses were 
hunted down like wild dogs and destroyed by every 
means and tortured for their faith. The Papacy 
commanded the armies of the countries in the Holy 
Roman Empire, the toes of the great image of the 
beast, to exterminate these martyrs of Jesus, and 
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they did their work so well that in 1400 A.D. the 
Bohemian Church sent representatives throughout 
Europe to try to find any other witnesses of a similar 
testimony as they had, but they found none. They 
had either been exterminated or were in hiding in 
remote mountain regions of Europe, or in islands off 
the west coast of Ireland. It is interesting to 
understand that the very word in the Greek for 
witness is ‘martus,’ from which we get the whole 
interpretation of what Jesus meant when He said 
that the early church would be ‘witnesses unto Him’ 
after they had received the baptism in the Spirit on 
the Day of Pentecost. They would be martyred 
witnesses, yet these would know the resurrection 
power of Jesus as indicated in Rev. 11:11. 

The Papal war of extermination had been so 
successful that a Papal Bull was issued on December 
16, 1513 calling for the remaining Bohemian 
witnesses to present their case before the ninth 
session of the Fifth Lateran Council which convened 
in May 1514. Its object was to complete the utter 
extermination of the Christian witnesses. No witness 
came, and so a famous proclamation of triumph was 
made known in Latin, “Jam nemo reclamat, nullus 
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obsistit.”. The voice of the faithful witnessing 
churches was as silent as the grave. The council was 
addressed by A. Pucci in 1516 who said, “There is an 
end of resistance to Papal rule and religion; nobody 
opposes any more.” Great jubilation was made at 
this news, which was celebrated throughout the 
Papal lands by rejoicings, banquets and making 
merry. Thus true to the Bible, from 1514 to 1517 
the voice of the two witnesses was silenced; the 
small remnant remained hidden, as dead but not 
buried, waiting for their resurrection. 

Historians of the Papacy such as Roscoe in his 
work on the life of Pope Leo X, the Pope on his 
‘throne’ at the time of the Reformation, confirms 
the remarkable accuracy of Revelation 11. Thus an 
exact period of three-and-a-half day-years was 
fulfilled with astonishing accuracy, and was 
abruptly terminated in 1517 with the publishing by 
Martin Luther of his 95 theses which he nailed to 
the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany. 
The shock of this tremendous happening sent waves 
of horror and distress throughout the Papacy, for 
the Spirit of life was beginning to enter into the two- 
witness church again, and would continue until 
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Jesus Himself would return to gather them to 
Himself (v. 12). 

We are now in the last generation of the final 
restoration of this ‘two-witness church’ which will 
yet proclaim the glorious gospel throughout every 
nation for a witness, and then shall the end come 
(Matt. 24:14). Note that Jesus said it was a ‘witness 
gospel’; there were to be signs following. 

If these scriptures have yet to see a second 
fulfillment with a personal Antichrist making a 
covenant with the Jews for three-and-a-half literal 
years, then we must expect to see almost all true 
Spirit-filled Christians exterminated in this 
generation throughout the world. As Christians are 
today multiplying at an amazing rate in Asia, Africa 
and South America, and Islam in Africa is in retreat, 
and as the Holy Spirit is being outpoured from on 
high upon all flesh, and the church is coming 
together in the power of the Spirit, are we really to 
see this great renewal brought to a climactic end in 
persecution, death and destruction before Jesus 
comes? In Daniel 7:20—21 we read of the Antichrist 
symbolized as a horn which had eyes and a mouth 
that spoke great things, springing out of the head of 
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the beast, and this horn made war with the saints 
and prevailed against them. The little horn — the 
Papacy — sprang out of the Roman head of the Beast 
and unquestionably fulfilled this prophecy perfectly. 
It is truly a terrible picture to believe that the church 
on earth will shortly be largely exterminated, the 
work of renewal brought to an untimely end and our 
sons and daughters butchered by the Antichrist. 
Some have even suggested that “he who letteth will 
let, until he be taken out of the way” (Il Thess. 2:7— 
8) is none other than the Holy Spirit, which is a very 
popular interpretation held by the futurist school; 
but if there is no Holy Spirit how can the Jews 
witness during ‘the great tribulation’ without His 
work of convicting the sinners of sin, righteousness 
and judgment? Furthermore, it is a scientific fact not 
known in 1840 that if the Holy Spirit was withdrawn 
from the earth, the composition of matter would 
disintegrate like a huge atomic bomb, for matter is 
held together by God (cf. Col. 1:16). 

It must be seen that in our day of spiritual 
renewal, of increase in the charismatic movement of 
the Holy Spirit and the preparation of the Bride for 
the coming of her Bridegroom, such a picture of 
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gloom, destruction, persecution and decimation is 
unrealistic. There has been a great falling away, and 
we cannot see why there yet has to be another 
great falling away. History proves the principle of 
Jesus with all prophecy. “Now | have told you 
BEFORE IT COME TO PASS, that, when it is come to 
pass, ye might believe” (John 14:29). Bible 
prophecies, including all of those dealing with the 
Antichrist, can only be understood in their 
fulfillment. They have already been fulfilled. Now 
we are required to believe. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


SEVEN TIMES 


In Leviticus 26, Israel was warned that she would be 
punished SEVEN TIMES if she refused to obey the 
commandments of her Husband and Lord. This dire 
warning is repeated three times (Lev. 26: 18, 24 and 28). 
The Lord said that if Israel walked contrary to Him, He 
likewise would walk contrary to her, and IN FURY He 
would chastise them SEVEN TIMES. We have already 
established that ‘a time, times and half a time’ is equal to 
1260 days (Rev. 12:6 and 14), so three-and-a-half times 
would be 360 + 720 + 180, a time being a complete cycle 
or 360 degrees, which is a mathematical constant. Always 
taking the established principle of one day for a year, then 
the punishment of Israel would be seven times 360, or a 
long period of 2520 years. History wonderfully 
demonstrates the truth of this promise of punishment. 

Seven is the Biblical number of perfection, and as the 
warning is made three times, it would indicate that the 
Triune God gave a threefold warning. It could not be 
ignored. Between 741 and 721 B.C. the Assyrians made 
successive invasions of the northern house of Israel, taking 
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their captives into Assyria, the ruling Gentile world power 
of those days. The 2520 years came to an end between 
1780 and 1800 A.D., which saw the emerging of Israel 
under the new covenant, as the evangelical awakening 
commenced following the ministry of John Wesley. From 
1800 onwards we have seen a progressive return of the 
Church; first the teaching of justification by faith alone, 
then the addition of holiness as the hallmark of the 
rebirth, then the great evangelical awakening in the 19" 
century, followed by the reappearance of the baptism in 
the Spirit at the beginning of this century; and now today 
the charismatic renewal of the whole church, which is 
spiritual Israel. 

In the parable of the husbandman in Matt. 21:33-44 
Jesus made a remarkable prophecy that the Kingdom of 
God would be taken from the Jews and given to a ‘nation’ 
(Gr. ethnos) who would be instrumental in bringing forth 
the fruits of the Kingdom. The pre-reformation began with 
John Huss of Bohemia in the fifteenth century, and 
Wycliffe in England; then the Reformation began with 
Martin Luther in Germany. This was followed by the arising 
of John Wesley in England and the general increase in the 
true born-again church from that time onwards. It is 
evident from history that the church did in fact reappear 
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among the Gentiles of Europe, and has then been spread 
by missionary activity into the farthest parts of the world. 
Such names as William Carey, Livingstone, Hudson Taylor, 
Goforth and hundreds of early intrepid missionaries all 
came from among the Gentiles of northwest Europe. The 
church thus reappearing took the gospel to all the other 
nations. Northern Israel was divorced (Isa. 50:1) and 
therefore lost her identity and name and became 
Gentilized. It is only possible to enter the New Covenant in 
Christ’s Blood by way of the rebirth. ‘Thus the believing 
church is seen as Israel restored.’ 

According to Green’s History of England, John Wesley 
was the one man that saved the nation from revolution 
when France had her revolution. England swung toward 
the gospel, but France degenerated toward atheism. 

Over 120 years after Northern Israel had gone into 
captivity in Assyria, a new Gentile power had appeared. 
Babylon was now the ruler on the world’s stage. 
Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem and the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah, who had refused the prophecies of 
Jeremiah and rejected his Lamentations over their 
forthcoming destruction. In 606 B.C. the Jews were 
defeated and began their long night of sorrow. This began 
their subjugation under the iron hand of the successive 
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Gentile world powers, beginning with Nebuchadnezzar 
(the head of gold), then under the Medo-Persian empire 
(the chest and arms of silver), then under Alexander the 
Great of Greece (the thighs of brass), and finally under the 
iron Kingdom of Pagan Rome. The long period of 2520 
years ran out in 1916, the time of the First World War, and 
it was in 1917 that the famous Balfour Declaration was 
made permitting the Jews to return to Palestine to make it 
their homeland, after SEVEN TIMES of punishment. Recent 
history tells their story of their return, their sufferings, 
their sorrows and hopes. They became a nation in one 
day in 1948, and are now returning to their original 
possessions. Nothing can overturn God’s laws. The Jews 
are no longer under bondage to the successive Gentile 
world powers. They are now a sovereign nation. They 
were never divorced as was their northern sister; but 
although they have been restored physically to their land 
and never lost their national identity, they will yet have to 
accept the New Covenant in Christ’s Blood when He 
comes, for they will “look upon Him whom they have 
pierced” (Zech. 12:10). 

The times of the Gentiles have been brought to an end 
in the restoration of Jerusalem to the Jews. Thus the fury 
of the Lord has been revealed against His people (Luke 


53 


21:24). When we think of the final holocaust when six 
million Jews died in concentration camps under Hitler, we 
can only rejoice with them that we are indeed in the last 
generation which sees the final downfall of the Gentiles, 
the full restoration of the Church and the final restoration 
of the Jews. There is no more falling away for the Jews, 
because they are now returning to their inheritance. 

The Babylonian system, which means ‘confusion,’ is 
divided into three parts (Rev. 16:19) and we believe these 
are (1) religious, (2) political and (3) financial. In this last 
generation we are seeing tremendous changes in these 
three parts, unheard of in previous generations. Babylon is 
falling (Rev. 18:2): At the same time the Stone Kingdom, 
God’s Kingdom, is rising (Dan. 2:31-35). 

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians in chapter 5, “But ye, 
brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and 
the children of the day” (v. 4 and 5). Jesus Himself said 
that we should shine as the sun in His Kingdom in this day 
(Matt. 13:43), and trample down the wicked because He, 
the SUN of righteousness was arising with healing in His 
wings (Mal. 4:2-3). This is the day of great awakening of 
the Body of Christ, as it is indwelt by His Spirit and fire. 

We are beginning to shine and burn. 
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As we approach the coming of Jesus, the Light of the 
world, the church will get progressively brighter and 
brighter, but it will become darker and darker for the 
antichrist religious systems, political chicanery and 
monetary misuse. This is why in the same chapter we read 
of the Gentiles saying, “Peace and safety, then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them ... and they shall not 
escape.” It was at the beginning of 1973 that we saw the 
policies of President Nixon bearing fruit. Though many 
opposed his politics, we believe he was an instrument in 
God’s hands to prepare a way for temporary peace in the 
world, so that the full gospel could be preached in every 
nation with evidence (i.e. signs following), and then the 
end of this age would come (Matt. 24:14). The full gospel 
cannot be preached in mass evangelistic meetings 
throughout the world while war ravages the countries. It 
cannot be preached behind the Iron or Bamboo curtains 
until the doors of peace are opened to evangelists. All 
flesh must be at peace if God is to pour out His Spirit upon 
all nations (Joel 2:28). There was a period of sixty years of 
peace in the Roman Empire during the ministry of Jesus 
and later of the ministry of the apostles throughout 
Europe, the Middle East, India and Africa. This would not 
have been possible if Rome had been at war with 
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surrounding nations. The gospel must be preached in all 
nations with signs following, which will cause multitudes 
to turn to Christ because of the miracles of healing and 
exorcisms that will take place in all lands. This was the 
pattern of the Early Church (Heb. 2:3-4). 

We cannot be dogmatic, but we do suggest that this 
peace will extend to the Battle of Armageddon. What a 
wonderful time of evangelism this will be as Jesus 
prepares His Bride from every nation and tongue, who will 
stand before God as a great multitude which no man can 
number, having come out of great tribulation and had 
their robes washed in the Blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:9). We 
believe we are now in this time. 

In looking for destruction we shall not be disappointed, 
for it is the Babylonian system that is collapsing. Confusion 
is giving way to order. Chaos gives place to Christ. Have 
you noticed the developing inflation of money? Many 
think this will bring nations into poverty, but | believe that 
God is breaking the power of Mammon, which controls 
governments and big businesses. James makes it quite 
clear that big businesses will collapse (James 5:1-5), and 
this will happen before the outpouring of the latter rain of 
His Spirit and ministry of divine healing. The rich financiers 
and leaders of big businesses find that their riches are 


56 


corrupted, and the church is told to ‘be patient therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord.’ Once the 
restrictive power of money is broken over the peoples, 
the day of God’s plenty will arrive. When we realize that 
God is the source of all our supply, we will stop looking at 
bank accounts and turn our eyes upon our Creator. 

Let us notice the present destruction of religious 
systems which have either denied the Son of God or 
limited the gospel. They have held men in ecclesiastical 
bondage. The Roman Catholic system is collapsing and the 
people and their priests will be liberated to enjoy the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit and the blessings of God. It is not 
the believers who form Antichrist. They have been 
subjected to him. The present outpouring of the Spirit 
reveals Jesus Christ who breaks the power of Antichrist. 
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CHAPTER SIX 


JERUSALEM RESTORED 


The fulfillment of the prophecy of the restoration of 
Jerusalem spoken of by Jesus in Luke 21:24 came as a 
great surprise to prophetical students. Most of them were 
looking for a falling away, and were not ready for the 
impact of Jerusalem being restored so soon! Of course it 
was recognized that Jerusalem would one day be restored 
to the Jews, but many believed it would be after the reign 
of Antichrist! They were quite right, but they thought 
Antichrist was yet to come, failing to see he had come, and 
so the Jews could not inherit their Holy City until the 
Antichrist had reigned for three-and-a-half years. The 
actual literal restoration of Jerusalem to Israel after the Six 
Day War of June 1967 should change our thinking of much 
that has passed for Bible prophecy in the past. 

No greater miracle has happened in past times. Russia 
gave to Egypt the dirty work of destroying Israel, and 
furnished two billion dollars’ worth of armaments. Egypt is 
described as the basest of kingdoms which would never 
again exalt itself above other nations (Ezek. 29:14—15), and 
so the possibility of her winning this was for the Russians 
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was prophetically impossible. God gave to General Dayan 
of Israel a word of wisdom. He was to send his fighters and 
destroy the Egyptian planes on the ground at Cairo and 
Alexandria. This move was so successful that no aircraft 
could cover the initial advance of Egyptian troops into the 
Holy Land, and so the war was in fact lost before it began. 
The Egyptian soldiers took off their shoes and ran through 
the desert sand, leaving behind $2 billion of unused 
equipment which the Israelis picked up as booty. It was 
then just a matter of mopping up Egyptian positions, 
which was followed by clearing the Golan Heights from the 
Syrian guns, and the war was miraculously won in six days. 
The purpose of this great miracle, however, was to give 
back to Israel the city of Jerusalem, and thus were the 
2520 years of Gentile overlordship ended. Jesus said, 
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
THE TIMES of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” Unless there is a 
new captivity of Jerusalem, and a new persecution of the 
Jews, then we are now seeing the working out of the final 
prophecies in the final generation. It is our sincere belief 
that Jerusalem has been finally liberated, and any 
references to Zechariah 14:1-3 must not be reckoned for 
future fulfillment, but in the past in 70 A.D. The ‘all 
nations’ referred to were those of the Roman Empire, not 
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of the Russian Confederacy of Ezekiel 38 and 39, for these 
latter are destroyed at Armageddon before they reach 
Jerusalem. It is because God has already delivered 
Jerusalem that He will defend the city as Zechariah tells us, 
“In that day shall the Lord DEFEND the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem” (Zech. 12:8). The Lord will stand ready in the 
Valley of Megiddo and wait for the Russian hordes and 
defend Jerusalem by destroying these invading armies. 

This means that “blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11:25). 
The veil is now being taken away and missionaries are now 
working in Jerusalem and Bibles are being distributed 
which many of the Jews are reading, trying to find out 
when their Messiah will come. The times are fulfilled both 
for the overlordship of the Gentile Beast system which has 
seven heads: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, Rome Pagan and Rome Papal; and for the 
sufferings of the Jews. They are filled up. It is a ‘fullness’ 
deliverance. Now the Divine Government is being 
transferred to Israel nationally and to the Body of Christ 
spiritually, but the end is not yet. It is happening in the last 
generation. 

We can therefore expect to see the collapse of the 
United Nations as a force in the world, the collapse of 
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Communism now reaching out for a détente with the 
west, the break-up of religious systems which have been 
substituting for the real Spirit-filled Body of Christ, the 
disappearance of the Papal head of the Roman Church, 
and the overthrow of Islam, the religion of the false 
prophet. We are told that both the Beast and the False 
Prophet end up in the lake of fire where Satan rightly joins 
them (Rev 20:10). In short, all religions, all political 
systems and all governments opposed to the Kingdom of 
God are NOW being swept away. We do not wait for this 
.. We are seeing it happen. In the parable of the wheat and 
tares in Matt. 13:30 we must notice a little word ‘first.’ Let 
us consider it — “Let both (wheat and tares) grow together 
until the harvest: and IN THE TIME OF THE HARVEST, | will 
say to the reapers, Gather ye together FIRST the tares, and 
bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn.” We are NOW in the time of the harvest, for 
this started with the restoration of Jerusalem, and the 
bringing in of the sheaves. The first act of God is to send 
reapers, probably angelic, who bind and burn the tares. 
When the refining has been done, the wheat is safely 
gathered in, culminating in the return of the Lord for His 
church. 
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This agrees perfectly with the words of Jesus found in 
Matthew 24, that AFTER the tribulation of those days He 
will send His angels (messengers) with the sound of a great 
trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Mark 
records it “from the uttermost part of the earth to the 
uttermost part of heaven” (Mark 13:27), showing that the 
final gathering of the wheat will be from those who are 
with Christ in heaven now, and those who will be changed 
and caught up to meet Him in the air, exactly as Paul 
teaches in | Thess. 4:14-17. That there will be no secret 
coming is established clearly in | Cor. 15:51-52, “We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.” When Jesus 
breaks through the clouds that will cover the whole earth 
in that day (Zech. 14:7), the archangel blows the trumpet, 
the graves are thrown open, those alive changed from a 
mortal body to an immortal body, and both the ‘quick and 
the dead’ meet Jesus in the clouds; and the Jews will see 
the whole divine operation (Rev. 1:7). What a spectacle! 

Those who believe in a future tribulation must find 
another scripture than Matt. 24:21, for this tribulation of 
the Jews and the church was terminated when Jerusalem 
was restored. Jesus however promised in verse 22 that this 
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period of time would be ‘shortened’ (Gr. koloboo), which 
means to bring to an abrupt end as in amputation. This is 
exactly what God did in the Six Day War. Sudden 
unexpected fulfillment of prophecy occurred which 
fulfilled the seven times punishment of 2520 years from 
the captivities to the restoration. 

Some will quickly turn our attention to Daniel 12:1 to 
the “time of trouble such as never was,” and “at that time 
thy people shall be delivered.” Can we imagine anything 
worse than the holocaust of the Jews under Hitler in 
1943—44? Do the futurists believe this will happen again to 
the hapless Jews? We are NOW in the time of the end and 
knowledge is being increased and many are running to and 
fro in jet aircraft and fast automobiles (Daniel 12:4). We do 
not wait for this in the future; it is being fulfilled before 
our eyes in this last generation. Then Daniel was shown in 
vision two angels who said in answer to his question ‘How 
long ...2’ “It shall be for a time, times, and a half (1260 
years) when He shall have accomplished to scatter the 
power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished. 
This brings us back from 1967 A.D. to the beginnings of the 
dark ages, which would culminate in a reversal of darkness 
and suffering to light and deliverance, for both spiritual 
and national Israel. We must always keep them together in 
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our prophetical sights. The anointing of the Spirit left the 
Early Church, and the scattering into the dark night began, 
but not for ever. 

In order that we may not be in ignorance, Jesus told us 
of other signs that would happen after the big sign of His 
coming, namely the restoration of Jerusalem. There would 
be signs in the sun, the moon and the stars. In August 
1972 the biggest solar flare in all history occurred and 
radio communications were wiped out for several days. 
This occurred at a time that was least expected by 
scientists, for the sun spot count was low. 

Do we need to remind ourselves of the spectacular 
landings on the moon by American astronauts since the Six 
Day War, when millions of eyes saw men walking on the 
moon? Who could imagine such a thing a few years ago? 
Then probes were sent to Mars to take pictures of the 
terrain, and they found no canals or ships. Some scientists 
were very disappointed. Now probes are being sent to 
Venus to take pictures inside the gaseous envelope. Truly 
knowledge has been increased in this generation, and 
these are signs of Christ’s coming. 

From the solar system Jesus brings us down to the war- 
torn earth, “UPON THE EARTH distress of nations, with 
perplexity” (Luke 21:25). The word ‘Gentiles’ in verse 24 is 
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the same as used for ‘nations’ in verse 26. It is ‘ethnos,’ 
which basically can be translated a collection of nations 
such as we have in the United Nations Organization 
(UNO). The representatives of the nations in UNO will find 
themselves in a state of hopeless confusion and perplexity, 
meaning that there is no way out for them. The reference 
to the sea and waves roaring speaks of the unstable 
condition of these nations, for seas in the Bible are a 
synonym for nations. Men’s hearts will fear because of the 
conditions of collapse of the Gentile world Beast system. 
As big business has to let go of the control of money, many 
will die of heart attacks as they did in the Great Depression 
of the thirties. When these things BEGIN to come to pass, 
then we are to ‘Look up,’ to look away from the 
destruction on earth to the glories of the church renewal 
and the reappearance of signs, wonders and miracles in 
the earth. These come from heaven. 

Jesus then gives us a parable of the fig tree and all the 
trees. It is accepted by all Bible students that the fig tree is 
a type or picture of the Jewish people. It is now shooting 
forth, and so we know that summer is nigh ... the coming 
of Christ is nigh at hand. All the other trees no doubt refer 
to the other nations, now miraculously freed from 
imperialistic rule by Great Britain, France, Germany, 


65 


Holland and Belgium which controlled large sections of 
Africa and Asia. In recent years we have seen the great 
British Empire literally given away, given back to the native 
owners. Who could have imagined such a thing in 1945 
when the war ended? These are emerging nations, 
deciding their own destiny without the interference from 
imperialistic governments or ecclesiastical hierarchies. 
They can invite in full gospel ministries. When the Dutch 
controlled Indonesia very few missionaries were allowed 
in. First God had to remove the Dutch, and then the 
Communists filled the vacuum; but when they were 
destroyed, one of the greatest revivals on earth began. 
France is largely an atheistic country which prevented 
missionaries preaching at all in their African colonies, but 
that has changed. The trees are beginning to bud 
preparatory to bringing forth fruit. Summer is nigh. 

Jesus finished His discourse by saying, “When ye see 
these things come to pass, know ye that the Kingdom of 
God is nigh at hand. This generation shall not pass away 
till all be fulfilled” (Luke 21: 24-33). Our generation is 
seeing these things coming to pass. There can be no 
secondary fulfillment. There does not have to be. The time 
of Jacob’s trouble has been fulfilled. “Alas! for that day is 
great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s 
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trouble; BUT HE SHALL BE SAVED OUT OF IT” (Jer. 30:7). 
Jacob, which means ‘supplanter,’ has paid for his rejection 
of Jesus. He is now being planted instead, back into his 
homeland and his city Jerusalem. Will Jacob have another 
holocaust? We do not believe so. He has gone through his 
trouble and is now emerging and being freed. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


THE JUBILEE 


The Olivet discourse is covered in three chapters, Matt. 
24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. While Jesus was seated on the 
Mount of Olives overlooking the Temple, He was asked 
two questions: (1) When will the temple be thrown to the 
ground as You prophesied? and (2) What shall be the sign 
of Thy coming and of the end of the age? (Matt. 24:1-3). 
The answer to these two primary questions constituted 
the Olivet discourse, which covered history from the 
destruction of the City and Temple in 70 A.D. to their 
restoration in 1967 A.D., and the events that would follow 
in the last generation, culminating in the return of Christ. 

In 68 A.D. Caesar sent an army to surround Jerusalem to 
warn the Jews because of their political restlessness. Jesus 
had warned His disciples that this would happen, and 
when it did happen they were to flee to the mountains of 
Moab. It was called the abomination of desolation (Matt. 
24:15; Mark 13:14 and Luke 21:20), and this agreed with 
what Daniel had prophesied would happen after the last of 
the seventy weeks was fulfilled. “... the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
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sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and 
unto the end of the war desolations are determined“ (Dan. 
9:26). The prince referred to was Titus, the son of the 
Emperor Vespasian, who was the emperor at the time of 
the final destruction of Jerusalem; and his armies 
desecrated the temple and destroyed it, which was an 
abomination in the sight of God and the Jews. When this 
surrounding army was withdrawn, most of the Christians 
residing in Jerusalem escaped safely as Jesus had told 
them to do, “Then let them which be in Judaea flee to the 
mountains” (Matt. 24:15-16). Again in 69 A.D. Vespasian 
sent another expedition which surrounded the city, and 
after this warning had been given, the rest of the 
Christians also escaped into the mountains across the 
Dead Sea and the River Jordan. The rest of the Jewish 
people failed to see this warning because they did not 
believe on Jesus, and so in 70 A.D. the final assault began 
under General Titus; and after a long siege, when one- 
third of the Jews died of famine and mothers actually ate 
their children (Jer. 18:21; Lam. 2:20 and 4:10). Another 
one-third died by the Roman sword, and one-third 
escaped to become the wandering Jew of the diaspora 
(Zech. 14:2). 
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The Roman soldiers had been forbidden to damage the 
Temple, but in the excitement of the battle one of them 
threw a lighted torch through a window. The resultant fire 
was so intense that the golden and silver vessels melted 
and ran between the huge stones. The soldiers, greedy for 
spoil, used crowbars to pry each monolithic stone from 
another to get at the precious metals, and thus was the 
amazing prophecy fulfilled that every stone would be 
thrown down. This statement was so extraordinary that it 
precipitated their two questions. 

The year 1917 was a tremendously important year in 
Bible prophecy, because it was 50 years before the 
restoration of Jerusalem, and this began the Jubilee of 
deliverance. The Law of Jubilee is found in Leviticus 25:8- 
13 and seven sevens of years were to be counted, which is 
49 years, and the fiftieth year was to be a year of 
restoration, release and increase. Every man was to return 
to his possession, and this is exactly what happened when 
Jerusalem was restored. In 1917 the First World War was 
at its peak. German submarines were sinking Allied 
shipping so fast that these ships could not be replaced, 
and much needed food and ammunition was failing to 
arrive. Britain and her allies faced imminent defeat, and 
the crisis was reached when shipments of cotton from the 
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United States failed to arrive, because this cotton was 
needed to make gun cotton, the basis of explosives. At this 
time God raised up His man, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, who 
had just invented a cheap substitute for gun cotton, using 
barnyard straw. The British government offered him any 
price he would ask, for it meant victory or defeat. He 
refused money and asked that in the event of an Allied 
victory, Britain would authorize the Jews to make Palestine 
their homeland. This was agreed to, and Lord Balfour, the 
Foreign Affairs Minister, got the bill passed through 
Parliament; and the famous Balfour Declaration was 
made, permitting the Jews to make a new home in the 
Holy Land. 

At this time General Allenby was leading an army 
through the Sinai Desert toward Jerusalem, laying water 
pipes for water from the Nile, and railway tracks for guns 
and supplies. When news got through to the Arabs in 
Jerusalem, they believed that Allenby was a prophet of 
God, because his name in Arabic was Allah-nebi; and being 
fatalistic they realized that if Allah was sending his nebi- 
prophet to take the Holy City, there was no point in 
resisting, for they would be resisting the will of Allah. 
General Allenby sent six bombers to fly over the city, 
dropping pamphlets printed in Arabic calling upon the 
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inhabitants of Jerusalem to surrender. Isaiah had already 
prophesied of this day, for he wrote, “So shall the Lord of 
hosts come down to fight for Mount Zion, and for the hill 
thereof. As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend 
Jerusalem; defending also He will deliver it; and passing 
over He will preserve it” (Isa. 31:4-5). This prophecy was 
fulfilled exactly, for as soon as the pamphlets started 
dropping, the mayor of Jerusalem opened one of the city 
gates and handed the keys to a British sergeant, who 
immediately delivered them to General Allenby himself. 
General Allenby thereupon descended from his horse, and 
with cap in hand entered before his army and took 
Jerusalem in the name of the King. The official crest of the 
Bomber Squadron of the Royal Air Force who flew over 
Jerusalem carries a picture of aircraft over the city, and the 
words “As birds flying we deliver Jerusalem.” This scripture 
has been marvelously fulfilled, but who could have 
guessed how it could happen until it did? It does not have 
to be fulfilled again. Jerusalem has been delivered. From 
1917, from General Allenby, to 1967 and General Dayan is 
just fifty years. The year of Jubilee had arrived. In this fifty 
years, Israel grew, often with great frustrations, especially 
when Great Britain gave up the mandate and handed it to 
the United Nations. In 1948 Israel became a nation again. 
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Another monstrous thing arose in 1917. In the October 
revolution under Lenin, Russia became a Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics proclaiming the gospel of communism 
for all the world. It was her avowed intention to make or 
force every nation into Godless atheistic communism, and 
crush the church completely out of existence. Khrushchev 
came to the United States and in the assembly of the 
United Nations told the United States that Communist 
Russia would bury her, they were so sure of ultimate 
victory; but at the end of a most barbarous fifty years of 
bloodshed and terror under Stalin and others, the Lord 
sent frost and rain out of season and ruined their crops. At 
the same time God gave the U.S.A. and Canada their 
largest grain crops in history, and so Brezhnev was quite 
ready to talk peace with President Nixon, for he needed 
the grain to live. If he could not get this grain, then the 
U.S.S.R. was finished, communism was defeated and the 
Russians would starve to death in the millions. It almost 
seems like Joseph feeding his brothers all over again! From 
1967 onwards communism began to cease being such a 
source of evil in the world. Now we shall see whole nations 
liberated from its thralldom, and Asia will get help from 
the United States, who will pour billions of dollars into 
Indo-China, Thailand, the Philippines and build these 
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nations back, and the U.S.S.R. and China will advise them 
to accept this offer of help, for the communist ‘giants’ can 
do nothing now to help Asia. Their time is up. The fifty 
jubilee years are expired; now the church in Asia is going 
to blossom, and not only in Asia, but every other continent 
in the world. The Jubilee is on. 

There is one more ‘fifty.’ Pentecost in the Greek means 
‘fiftieth,’ and from the Day of Atonement, when the Jews 
were celebrating the Passover, Jesus shed His blood 
making an atonement for them. From that dark day when 
His blood was poured forth to the Day of Pentecost when 
the Holy Spirit was poured forth, was exactly fifty days. 
Now the believers in Jesus came into their possession and 
full inheritance, and the Body of Christ was fully 
manifested to the world in the power of the Spirit. 

Israel has yet to be put in possession of all the land 
from the River of Egypt (the Nile) to the River Euphrates 
(Gen. 15:18), so if Egypt or any other nation attacks her 
again, Israel will defend her territory. They have entered 
into their Jubilee of restoration. It seems that the period 
of peace is coming on the world, but this will finally be 
shattered when Russia and her confederacy will attack 
Israel dwelling safely, without bars or gates, like a cloud to 
cover the land (Ezek. 38:8-9). It seems that the aerial 
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invasion of Czechoslovakia was a trial run, when tanks, 
guns, trucks and men were landed at the airports of 
Prague and Bratislava. This time they will land their 
supplies on the Plain of Megiddo and God’s wrath will 
come up in His face and He will destroy them so 
thoroughly that five-sixths of their army will be decimated, 
and the rest will be driven into “a land barren and 
desolate, with his face toward the east sea (the Pacific) 
and his hinder part toward the utmost sea (the Arctic 
Ocean), and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall 
come up, because he hath done great things” (Joel 2:20). 
In this manner will God remove the Northern Army from 
the Land of Israel. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 


SIX SIX SIX 


As far as | know, no futurist has ever given a 
satisfactory explanation of the mystery of the number of a 
man being 666. This is obviously a mystery, but one that is 
supposed to be understood, always bearing in mind a 
fundamental principle that the Book of Revelation is a 
book of symbols which are supposed to be understood by 
the Christian Church. Let me quote, “And He (Jesus) sent 
and signified it by His angel unto His servant John”; then 
we read, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein: for the time is at hand” (Rev. 1:1-3). 

From this explanation of the Book, we find the 
following: 

1. It was a book of symbols written in sign language. 

2. Christians would be blessed in reading (not in a 

state of confusion because they failed to 
understand the symbols). 

3. They would hear and keep what they read (and 

understood). 
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4. The time of the beginnings of fulfillment were at 
hand, that is about 90 A.D. 


As we come to chapter 13 we find that ‘another 
beast’ appears who 

1. causes all to receive a mark in their forehead or 
right hand. 

2. No commerce could take place unless people bore 
this mark in their forehead or right hand, 

3. or did not have the name of the beast, 

4. or did not have the number of his name. 


We are then told that the number of this beast is the 
number of a man. This number is 666. In Bible 
numerology 6 is the number of man’s works and self- 
effort. Thus 666 means the perfection of man’s kingdom 
in a religious sense. 

Again we must remind ourselves that the succession of 
Gentile empires beginning with Nebuchadnezzar was to 
run ‘seven times’ or seven cycles of 360 years, a total of 
2520 years. Half of this period was to be occupied by 
godless pagan governments, and half by ecclesiastical 
governments. Thus, the first beast of Revelation 13 would 
represent Pagan government of Europe and the Middle 
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East and would rule for 1260 years, and then be replaced 
by ecclesiastical government for the second half of 2520 
years, taking a day for a year as in Daniel’s Seventy Week 
prophecy. Thus the ‘other beast’ of Rev. 13:11 would 
represent the ecclesiastical power that superseded Pagan 
Rome. Does history record this? Certainly. By permission 
of the Emperor Constantine, who removed his own seat of 
government to Constantinople (Istanbul), the Roman 
Bishop was granted ruling powers of the western part of 
Europe, which ultimately developed into the Holy Roman 
Empire, having ten kingdoms represented by the ten toes 
of the image. The first beast, represented by the Caesars in 
John’s day, was replaced by the second beast of the Popes. 

We must never confuse the activities of the Roman 
Bishop today with its predecessors of the dark ages. Those 
days are past. They are history, never to be repeated. 
Historically the period of the rule of Gentile powers has 
ceased and the times of their end are now running out. 
There is to be no second falling away or apostasy of the 
church; there can only be a great restoration. It is 
happening now. We do not have to wait for it. It is obvious 
to all. Any church group that will not fall in line with the 
final move of God in restoring the one true church will be 
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swept away by the power of God’s Holy Spirit, be it 
Protestant or Catholic. It matters not what the name is. 

To understand the depths of evil and depravity that 
occurred in these dark ages, one must read church history. 
| recommend two books from many — D’Aubigne’s History 
of the Reformation, and Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. These 
history books will show that the church was basically 
ignorant of both spiritual truths and natural science. It was 
a period of great darkness and therefore great persecution 
of any, be they a Galileo or a Martin Luther, who dared to 
propound any truth whatsoever. It was an age governed 
by superstitions of the basest kind; not by reason but by 
fear of the absolute power of one man — the Pope. He was 
described as ‘Lord God the Pope’ who was supreme 
Pontifex Maximus, or ruler of all kings and rulers in the 
Holy Roman Empire. He crowned and uncrowned kings, 
who trembled at his words. Being the supreme Pontiff, he 
claimed to have all power in heaven, on earth and in hell. 
Only Jesus was given all power in heaven above and on 
earth beneath and the regions under the earth (Matt. 
28:18). Any man who claims equality with the Son of God 
is identified as one who comes in the place of Christ, or 
one who assumes the attributes of Christ. This is basically 
the meaning of the Greek word ‘antichristos.’ 
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Only Jesus Christ is infallible, and He is revealed in His 
Word. 

When a Pope is crowned, he has placed upon his head a 
golden crown with three crowns depicted thereon. One 
crown is for rulership in heaven, one for rulership on 
earth, and one for rulership in the nether regions (Hades). 
The keys of loosing and binding are his, and his alone. The 
Popes believed that when Jesus gave His keys to Peter, it 
meant that He gave them to the series of Popes (Matt. 
16:19). The doctrinal position of the Roman Church has 
always been that no priesthood of believers holds those 
keys, but only the Pope. These keys were depicted on 
ancient postage stamps of the Papal States of the last 
century, before the revolution in Italy when the Pope was 
put in a common Roman jail and all the riches of the 
Papacy were taken and used to build up the Kingdom of 
Italy in 1870 A.D. This date may be taken as the time when 
Rome finally lost its supreme power over the Holy Roman 
Empire; and with the successive wars of 1914—1918 and 
1939-1945 we have seen a progressive disintegration of 
this Pontifical power, and it is now reduced to a small 
area in the middle of Rome called the Vatican. From a 
Continent to a one-square-mile State. 
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The process of reduction of power is still proceeding, 
and now God is pouring out His Spirit upon individual 
Catholics, and the Pope has no apparent desire to stop this 
outpouring. Pope John prayed for it. It will not be long 
before the Roman Catholic Pontiff will have no power left. 
It will all come back to the true Corpus Christi, composed 
of Spirit-filled members from all denominations. It is even 
possible that the Roman Catholic Church may be taken 
over by a council of Bishops, with no official Pope. Time 
will show whether this is true. 

When this golden crown is placed upon the Pope’s 
head, and it is a very heavy crown, it bears the words 
VICARIUS FILII DEI, which basically means the Vicarious 
Son of God. A person who is vicarious is one who stands in 
the place of another; thus by confession the Pope stands 
in the place of Jesus Christ to the Roman Church, and this 
is the meaning of the prefix ‘anti,’ one who stands in the 
place of another. Thus ANTICHRIST means a religious 
leader who stands as Jesus, and is therefore per se a False 
Christ (Matt. 24:24). The Pope claims to be infallible when 
making pronouncements ex cathedra, i.e. from the Papal 
Chair above the host in St. Peter’s, Rome. 

These Latin words can be added mathematically, 
because certain Roman characters are both letters and 
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numerals; e.g. | is one, V is five, X is ten, C is one hundred, 
M is one thousand, etc. 

VICARIUS (in old times V and U were equivalent) adds 
up to 112, FILII adds up to 53 and DEI to 501. The total 
here comes to 666, the number of a man. This is not the 
number of a church group, assembly or denomination. It is 
strictly the number of a man, a man who places himself on 
an equal with the Son of God. This is what the Popes did in 
the Middle Ages. 

In the Greek language the word LATEINOS means ‘the 
Latin Man,’ and again in the Greek letters we have the 
same principle: L (30), A (1), T (300), E (5), | (10), N (50), O 
(70), S (200). This again adds up to 666, the number of a 
man in the Greek. 

The word ROMITI in Hebrew letters adds up as follows: 
R (200), O (6), M (40), | (10), T (400), | (10) = 666 the 
number of the Roman Man. 

It is also strange that the Hebrew word ROMIITH, 
meaning ‘the Roman Kingdom,’ also adds up to 666: R 
(200), O (6), M (40), | (10), | (10), TH (400), and as the 
whole period of the great falling away, or dark ages, of 
1260 years is encompassed in one word APOSTASY, the 
Greek word APOSTATES also adds up to 666 as follows: A 
(1), P (80), O (70), ST (6), A (1), T (300), E (8), S (200). All 
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these proofs help us to identify the Man of Sin, or the 
Apostate Antichrist, as being a Roman Man, taking on 
titles blasphemously that only belong to the Son of God; 
sitting in His Temple showing himself to be God (II Thess. 
2:4) in his Roman Kingdom (the Papal States). He can also 
be described as the ‘Latin man,’ because all services in the 
Roman Church were said in Latin. 

We are not surprised then when the original translators 
of the King James Bible clearly identified ‘Papal persons’ as 
being identical with the Man of Sin. Thus a continuing 
plurality of ruling Pontiffs was equated with the man 
whose number is 666. No Bible scholar believed that any 
other identification was necessary, from John Wycliffe in 
1382 right up to 1840, when John Darby started to 
propagate the futurist interpretation borrowed from a 
Jesuit priest. As we read the footnotes of the Amplified 
Bible in Il Thess. 2:1—9, referring to the power that would 
hinder the revelation of the Man of Sin in circa 600 A.D. 
after the great falling away from Apostolic Christianity, “A 
majority think this refers to the Roman Empire.” This 
means that a minority put this prophecy of the antichrist 
in the future, and a majority see it fulfilled in past history. 
The futurist interpretation is of relatively recent 
innovation, actually from 1840 A.D. The whole vast body 
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of eminent Bible scholars from 1383 to 1840 believed the 
Pope was the antichrist. This means a majority. The 
temporal power of antichristian Popes passed away after 
1870 A.D. They have been relatively benign since that 
time. 
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CHAPTER NINE 


THE GREAT TRIBULATION 


One of the major cardinal beliefs of the futurists is that 
there will be a great tribulation in the last projected week 
of Daniel’s Seventieth Week. This unparalleled time of 
world judgment and suffering under the Antichrist is 
supposed to spread over three-and-a-half years, or half 
the last week. 

Apart from the obvious fact that it is impossible to 
prove this assumption from scripture, the very use of the 
word ‘tribulation’ in its settings in the Bible precludes such 
as farfetched prophetical conclusion. 

Let us consider the setting of the word in Matthew 24. 
The Holy Spirit gives space in no less than three gospels to 
the Olivet Discourse, which took place between Jesus on 
the one hand and four Jews as His audience. Read 
Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. 

The reason for the discourse was because Jesus and 
these four disciples were admiring the great structure of 
the Temple of the Jews on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. To 
the great astonishment of these four men (Peter, James, 
John and Andrew) Jesus told them that this temple would 
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be so completely demolished that not even one stone 
would be left upon another. Such a prophecy seemed 
impossible of fulfillment because they had no bulldozers or 
bombs in those days. This led to two major questions 
recorded in Matt. 24:3: (1) When would the temple be 
destroyed, and (2a) what would be the SIGN of His coming 
and (2b) the signs that would appear before the end of the 
age. Mark and Luke quote only the first question, as this 
was the one uppermost in their astonished minds. In 
between these two questions lies the compass of the great 
tribulation of the Jewish race, and the utter desolation of 
their Holy City, to be ruled by successive Gentile empires 
right up to the restoration from the Arabs. 

The word ‘tribulation’ is used once in the Olivet 
discourse in Matt. 24:21, and Jesus was answering their 
first question concerning the destruction of the Temple. In 
70 A.D. General Titus came and destroyed Jerusalem, and 
the temple was laid in total ruins. The blood-lusty Roman 
soldiers used crowbars to pry each stone from its neighbor 
to get the molten gold and silver that had flowed between 
the cracks of the large stones after the great conflagration. 
Mark does not use the word ‘tribulation,’ but describes 
this destruction as ‘affliction,’ and Luke described this 
terrible event as ‘vengeance,’ distress and wrath coming 
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upon the Jews and their city. The tribulation referred to 
was restricted in its beginning to the destruction of the 
temple and city of Jerusalem. The Olivet discourse had no 
relevance to any other peoples but the Jews up to the 
times of the end of the Gentiles and the resultant 
restoration of Jerusalem to the Jews, which occurred in 
the Six Day War of June 1967. This single prophetical 
event, told by Luke in Luke 21:24, is we believe the great 
sign of the end time, and the coming of Christ and the 
beginning of the last generation which will see the final 
destruction of the Gentile world system, and the rise of 
the true church of Jesus Christ in all its power and beauty. 

Unless one deliberately forces scripture right out of its 
context, this ‘great tribulation’ referred to in only one of 
the three accounts, is primarily intended for the Jews. 
Their great tribulation obviously began in 70 A.D. and 
continued through the following centuries, culminating in 
the terrible holocaust under Hitler. 

In Luke 21:25 we then have details of the events that 
would happen on a worldwide scale AFTER Jerusalem was 
returned to the Jews. Jesus spoke of Jerusalem being 
compassed with armies, and it was. He warned Christians 
to depart, and they did. To attempt to force another 
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tribulation into a mythical period of three-and-a-half years 
is to seek for the impossible. It will never happen. 

In Matt. 24:29 Jesus tells of these worldwide events as 
being “after the tribulation of those days.” The catching 
away of the church occurs after the tribulation of the Jews 
(Matt. 24:31 and Mark 13:27). The scripture has given rise 
to two divisions among the futurists; the one school 
believes the church will go through the ‘tribulation’ and 
largely be decimated, whereas the second school teaches 
that the church will be ‘raptured’ before the tribulation. 
No satisfactory explanation has ever been given to these 
words “after the tribulation.” 

If the tribulation referred to only has reference to the 
suffering of the Jews and the treading down of Jerusalem 
from 70 to 1967 A.D., then the meaning of the Olivet 
discourse immediately becomes clear. We are now in the 
last generation, as the Amplified Bible shows us, and God 
is restoring both natural Israel to the Holy Land and 
protecting them, and also restoring His Church to its 
original power and glory. 

Coincidentally with the casting off of the Jews, the great 
falling away of the church began. Even in 95 A.D. the 
Emperor Domitian began the first persecution of the 
church. This was to continue through the reigns of Nero 


88 


and Diocletian, until the church was finally rescued for a 
time by Constantine in 325 A.D. Rapid degeneration then 
took place until the church, like Jonah, hit rock bottom for 
the 1260 years (three-and-a-half times of prophecy), until 
Martin Luther arose to turn the tide in 1517 A.D. The last 
490 years have seen a steady growth of the Bible-believing 
church, until today when God is pouring out His Spirit 
upon the whole church. All the prophecies concerning 
tribulation, affliction and vengeance are already past in 
history. No one can turn the cycle of events back today by 
a twisted Jesuit-inspired interpretation. It is too late. It is 
just not working according to their schedule. 

There are two relevant references to the word 
‘tribulation’ in the Book of Revelation. The first is in Rev. 
2:10 which speaks of a ten days (ten years of Bible 
prophetical time) tribulation for the church. Jesus said that 
the devil would cast some into prison, but they were 
promised the crown of life if they were faithful unto death. 
History records that from 303-313 A.D. the Early Church 
suffered terrible tribulation and affliction under the 
monster Diocletian, when hundreds of thousands were 
put to death, thrown to the lions and burnt in the arenas 
as human torches covered with pitch. The second 
reference is to the church that came out of their 
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tribulation and had their robes washed white in the Blood 
of the Lamb. This does not refer to a future event, 
sometimes referred to as ‘the tribulation of the saints.’ 
The number of those who came through their sufferings in 
the dark ages is described in Rev. 7:9 as a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations. Even today we 
have read of sad sufferings of Christians in China, Soviet 
Russia, Indo-China and the Congo. If God says He is going 
to pour out His Spirit on ALL FLESH, why do we have to 
anticipate a second decimation of the church? 

Both the Jews and the church are now coming into 
their harvest time. They are emerging from the results of 
the Great Tribulation. There is restoration in the air today 
for the church. The stronger the church gets, the greater 
its power to fulfill Malachi 4:2-3, “But unto you that fear 
My Name shall the SUN of righteousness arise with healing 
in His wings; and ye shall go forth ... and ye shall TREAD 
DOWN THE WICKED, for they shall be ashes under the 
soles of your feet in the day that | shall do this ....” Instead 
of the devil throwing Christians into prison again, and 
causing the death of millions, the table is turned; now the 
church tramples on the devil and his wicked agents. A very 
different picture indeed for the utter gloom of the futurist 
theory! 
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Jesus told His disciples that they would tread upon 
serpents and scorpions and over all the power of Satan 
(Luke 10:19). Is this promise never to be fulfilled? It is now 
being fulfilled. The sick are being healed and demons cast 
out as never before since the days of the Early Church. 
Millions are being baptized in the Spirit and receiving the 
power to tread down the wicked. 

If there is going to be a second tribulation, this time it 
will be for wicked men and nations, especially the Russian 
bloc that will invade the Holy Land. God then arises to 
destroy these hordes on the Plain of Megiddo, about forty 
miles north of Jerusalem. There will be no more 
surrounding of Jerusalem. It has already happened in 
history. Jerusalem has been delivered. 

Some have taken Zechariah 13:7 to 14:3 which refers to 
the events of the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
beginning of the tribulation of the Jews, and applied this to 
a second destruction of the Holy City, and a second 
decimation of the Jewish people. 

It seems that Satan deliberately likes to twist Scripture 
and tries to make it apply to what he would do if Jesus had 
not defeated him on the Cross. Satan would love to rule 
the world through a man who would be the 
personification of evil. He would love to destroy the 
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church, and he has tried unsuccessfully over the ages, 
even to this day. We forget at times when we look at the 
evil on the earth, that Jesus has promised to rule and reign 
and to have the government upon His shoulder. He will 
never allow an Antichrist to rule over this planet, ever for 
three-and-a-half years! This book is not being written with 
any controversial purpose in mind, to add confusion to 
those who are already confused by wrong teaching on 
eschatology, but to state as firmly and kindly as possible 
that there will never be another Antichrist or great 
tribulation. 

“When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if 
the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing 
that the Lord has not spoken, but the prophet has spoken 
it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him” (Deut. 
18:22). If what has been written does not come to pass, 
then the futurist interpretation of scripture may be 
correct, but if it does come to pass, then a true prophecy 
has been made. This is the day when true and false 
prophets must appear, that the true ones may be made 
manifest among the false. 

This is why this book has been written. 
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CHAPTER TEN 


WHAT ABOUT THE RAPTURE? 


The Plymouth Brethren introduced the word ‘rapture’ 
to describe a secret catching away of the church into 
heaven before it would return with Jesus after three-and- 
a-half years, or half the last week of Daniel’s prophecy of 
seventy weeks. Having wrenched this last week out of its 
proper setting and context, the great tribulation was 
supposed to happen during this week, and in order that 
the church would avoid this tribulation, it had to be caught 
away before this so-called period began, in spite of the 
fact that both Matthew and Mark quote Jesus as saying 
the church will be ‘caught away’ AFTER the tribulation 
(Matt. 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27). The word ‘rapture’ was 
used to indicate the departure of the church from the 
earth, and the second phase of the return was called the 
‘appearing’ of Jesus with His church. The ‘rapture’ was for 
the saints; the ‘appearing’ was with His saints. Thus the 
second coming of Jesus was strictly divided into two 
phases. Scary stories were thought up and written about, 
of drivers of trains suddenly disappearing with the 
resultant crashes; pilots of aircraft would disappear and 
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jets would crash from the skies with most of their 
passengers. 

The Bible certainly does not teach these things, which 
can only be referred to as bad fiction. It is true that the 
coming of Jesus is promised ‘as a thief’ (II Peter 3:10), but 
this would not indicate a silent cat-burglar type of 
approach, for the Bible clearly teaches that the coming of 
Christ will be as “lightning coming out of the east, and 
shining unto the west” (Matt. 24:27). The whole sky will 
be lit up with the glory of His Presence. There is nothing 
secret about this. The coming of Jesus to multitudes will 
be a complete surprise, and an event not expected, as a 
sudden raid. It will be noisy too, because there will be 
heard the great sound of a trumpet of God, the voice of an 
archangel, and the loud shout of Jesus Himself as He 
descends for His church! (I Thess. 4:16 and Matt. 24:30). 
Every eye shall see Him and be forced to look up (Rev. 
1:7). 

| have tried to show that the tribulation is already past. 
This is sometimes called the time of Jacob’s trouble. As 
soon as the times of the Gentiles were fulfilled and their 
time of world power began to run out, from the 
restoration of Jerusalem in June 1967, we entered into the 
post-tribulation generation. This is why Matthew records 
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“IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF THOSE DAYS 
...” A catalogue of signs is given in Luke 21:24-33, which 
began to occur at the conclusion of the tribulation of the 
Jews and the Church. After a tremendous show of cosmic 
disturbance in verse 29, which heralds the return of Jesus 
for His church, several consequent events occur. The sign 
of the Son of Man is seen, then all nations begin to mourn 
and they will actually see the splendor of His return, but 
will not be ready for it — to them He comes as a thief. Then 
the angels are sent ahead right down to earth to catch 
away the true believers, “And He shall send His angels with 
a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather His elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” Mark describes this tremendous event in chapter 
13, verse 27, “And then shall He send His angels, and shall 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from the 
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of 
heaven.” In this latter account the whole church on earth 
and in heaven is included. Both Matthew and Mark refer 
to this post-tribulation generation as the one that will 
witness the catching away of the church after the 
tribulation. 

This is a two witness statement to the truth. They both 
confirm that the church is caught away after the 
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tribulation, not before. This cannot be twisted to suit a 
predetermined futurist theory. It is self-evident. The word 
‘rapture’ is not in the Bible. The events of the return of 
Christ for the church are clearly recorded for us in 
Thessalonians and | Corinthians 15. Let us see what Paul 
writes in these two epistles. 

In | Thess. 4:14-17 we have the whole story, and both 
those who are ‘asleep’ (i.e. in heaven), and those on earth 
are CAUGHT UP, (Greek harpazo, which means ‘to snatch 
away’). This is the purpose of the angels coming ahead of 
Jesus, for we could not be caught up into the clouds of the 
air without their help! 

Some have tried to twist these words to suggest that 
the church will not leave the earth, but rather will be 
changed on this earth and be revealed to the unbeliever in 
clouds of glory. Others have suggested that we are seen by 
clouds of witnesses, and that the clouds here referred to 
are not water vapor clouds in the sky. The Greek word 
meaning to ‘snatch away’ precludes the thought of a 
translated church on earth in clouds of glory; in addition, 
the Greek word for cloud is ‘nephele’ which is generally 
used in Scripture to indicate water vapor clouds. The word 
for ‘cloud of witnesses’ in Heb. 12:1 is ‘nephos,’ which 
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does not necessarily mean a cloud of water. It seems quite 
clear then that the events are as follows: 

(1) Jesus descends with a shout, (2) the archangel cries 
out with a loud voice, (3) God sounds His trumpet and (4) 
the angels descend in advance to ‘snatch away’ true 
believers from every nation instantaneously (both earthly 
and heavenly believers will be translated in this great 
event together). (5) We are caught up to the water vapor 
clouds IN THE AIR, that is to say, within the atmosphere of 
this planet, not beyond in the stratosphere or the cosmic 
spaces. 

As we go into I Cor. 15:51-53 we find the events as 
follows: 

1. We shall all be changed, both those ‘asleep’ and those 
on earth, 

2. In the twinkling of an eye we shall be invested with 
immortal bodies — a sudden tremendous change. 

3. The trumpet shall sound, 

4. The graves are opened (cf. John 5:28-29). 

There is no record in the Bible of the coming of Jesus 
being in two phases. Of course, we agree that any school 
of interpretation may believe and teach this if they feel it 
is correct, but let them prove it clearly from the scriptures. 
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Jesus returns to the atmosphere of this planet, and 
both the living and the sleeping in Christ will be invested 
with their immortal bodies, just like His glorified body, and 
will meet Him in the air. He said He would return “in the 
clouds (nephele) of heaven” (Matt. 26:64), and the angels 
snatch us away and take us up to Him in the clouds, and 
then we return with Him to rule and reign on earth. 

Unless one forces the ‘rapture’ into the last week of 
Daniel, with the church returning to heaven and waiting 
there for three-and-a-half years, or seven years, which is 
pure futurism, then there is no scripture at all to suggest 
either the church being away from the earth for three- 
and-a-half years, or for it being in heaven for this 
supposed period of time. There is then no need for a two- 
phase coming. 

In history, when mighty conquerors were returning 
from battle, they were met at the gates of the city by a 
welcoming group of chosen citizens, often virgins, and 
accompanied in triumph into the city. Jesus will return to 
take over the rule of this planet. That is the purpose of His 
return — not to go back to heaven. The church meets Him 
as He enters the gates of this planet, the water vapor 
cloud gates, and we all return together, the living and the 
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dead in Christ, to rule as His Body on earth for one 
thousand years. 

There is no rapture, but there is a snatching away. 

In the last century there was a move of the Holy Spirit 
which brought to birth the Catholic Apostolic Church, and 
one of the pastors was Rev. Edward Irving of the Church 
of England. It was an early charismatic church and in 1832 
a woman gave a ‘prophecy’ in their London, England 
church that there would be a secret rapture. Some 
believed that this utterance gave the original germ to John 
Darby of the Plymouth Brethren, to propagate his theory 
of a secret catching away before a supposed tribulation 
period. The doctrine was largely disseminated by the 
Scofield Reference Bible, but at least two of the 
contributing editors later changed their views after further 
study of the Bible, possibly because Jesus said “after the 
tribulation of those days” (Matt. 24:29 and Mark 13:24). 

These thoughts began to be spoken in supposed 
prophecies and teaching sessions at about this time of 
1832 owing to the release of the theory of the Priest 
Ribera by Dr. Samuel Maitland from Lambeth Palace, 
London. It is very easy to bring forth a prophecy from 
one’s own mind, which has no reference either to the Holy 
Spirit or evil spirits, and human pride does not permit the 
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speaker to admit it may have been a personal thought and 
not a divinely inspired utterance. This is why all 
prophecies must be judged. 

Prophecies of gloom and a great falling away from the 
true faith have previously been learned from teachers of 
the futurist school who learned them in turn from their 
forefathers. Jesus is the Victor, not the Antichrist! 


100 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 


THE NIGHT COMETH 


An oft-quoted scripture by the futurists to prove a 
great falling away and a great persecution of the church is 
found in the words of Jesus in John 9:4. Jesus had just 
healed the man who was blind from birth, and He 
explained to His disciples that as long as He was with 
them, being the Light of the world, He would continue to 
do good and heal. He said that the night would come and 
no one would be able to do such works of love and mercy. 

He spoke these words in about 30 A.D. Their fulfillment 
would have to be after this date. It seems quite clear from 
history that they were fulfilled in the dark ages, so called 
because spiritual light had gone out. There was no apostle, 
prophet or man of God who did the miraculous works of 
Jesus during this time. The witnesses were lying dead. 

If we date Pentecost as being the birth of the church in 
its full pristine glory and power, when it revealed the very 
sunshine of Jesus, then in the cycle of the church age from 
the first Pentecost to Pentecost restored, the opposite of 
the daylight would be darkness. This great period of 
darkness extended at its blackest from 606 A.D. to 1517, 
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when not only spiritual knowledge practically ceased, but 
general knowledge of the sciences was almost practically 
exterminated from the earth. It took the Reformation and 
the Renaissance to bring back progressively some of the 
light of Jesus. 

There are many voices clamoring for our ears today 
telling us and openly ‘prophesying’ to us that the church 
will go through incredible persecution because of ‘night 
coming when no man can work.’ “Visions” have been given 
of this terrible period, but we must remember that no 
vision or personal revelation must even be considered 
unless it is backed up with solid scripture. Visions are not 
to teach, but to confirm the Word. All prophecies and 
visions must be subject to judging by the church. If one’s 
mind is thoroughly filled already with futuristic 
misconceptions, then one’s mental pictures and thinking 
will be colored, and it is so human to say, “The Lord 
showed me,” or “The Lord told me.” The gullible find it 
easier to believe a vision than the Word. We must prove 
every spirit! 

Scripture shows us clearly that there will always be 
these misguided prophets going through the land, for we 
read, “When a prophet speaketh in the Name of the Lord, 
if the thing follow not, NOR COME TO PASS, that is the 
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thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet 
hath spoken it presumptuously; thou shalt not be afraid of 
him” (Deut. 18:22). If a prophet states quite emphatically 
that there is going to be a great persecution of the church, 
especially in North America, and it does not come to pass, 
then it will be proved that he was a false prophet — vision 
or no vision. 

In a recent seminar | spoke positively of the great 
restoration of the church; of the great desire that God has 
to bless His people with love and abundance. Inevitably | 
was asked about the falling away and the rise of the 
monster Antichrist. When | showed that all these 
scriptures had already been fulfilled in the dark ages and 
that the church had great blessing to look forward to, not 
great cursing, the people were overjoyed, and one lady 
asked for special prayer to be delivered from a spirit of 
fear of the Antichrist. Negative preaching produces 
negative results. Negative preaching gives Satan his 
opportunities and advertises his projected plans. Has it 
ever occurred to you that prayer can reverse the plans of 
Satan? God said He would destroy Nineveh, but prayer 
changed this plan. 

Many dislike intensely that a religious leader should be 
called ‘antichrist.’ It upsets them, for surely there must be 
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something good in all leaders, even those of bloodless 
cults. Paul warned that false Christs and false prophets 
would arise from among the church to deceive, if possible, 
the very elect. If past Papal persons have not fulfilled 
perfectly the prophecies of the man of sin or the 
antichrist, then what is the alternative fulfillment? By 
definition he is not primarily a political leader; he is a 
religious leader, a ‘vicarious’ Christ. He is all powerful in his 
day of darkness. He is infallible. He makes and unmakes 
laws to suit his kingdom. He wears out the saints of the 
Most High. He sits as God in His temple. 

If this historicist interpretation of Scripture is not the 
correct one, then events rapidly happening in the 
immediate future will confirm the truth. Either the 
futurists are right, or the majority of us who have believed 
the teachings as outlined in this book since 1300 A.D. are 
right. The two positions are mutually antagonistic and 
opposite. They cannot be reconciled. There is not long to 
wait. 

Where is the temple in which Antichrist is to make a 
covenant with the Jews? Where are the ten toes of the 
image? Where is the Antichrist? 

Supposing Antichrist does not arise? Supposing there is 
not a great falling away and persecution of the church? 


104 


Supposing the whole theory of the futurists is proven 
wrong? Will your faith be upset? 

It seems that we have moved a long way from the time 
when “the night cometh and no man can work” to a great 
period of restoration when the SUN of Righteousness is 
arising with healing in His wings. It seems that the daylight 
of His presence is beginning to shine throughout the world 
in a new way. This is not the night but the day. When Jesus 
returns it will be midsummer, not midwinter! (Luke 
21:30). In the harvest time the Christian church is to shine 
like the SUN, not be obliterated (Matt. 13:43). If the 
church began at Pentecost, we are seeing a return to 
Pentecost — all over the world. What about the prophecy 
of the Spirit being outpoured upon all flesh? Does this 
indicate darkness, night and persecution? | am not 
impressed by any teachings or visions that predict other 
than what Scripture teaches. 

Instead of there being a falling away, there is a coming 
back. Instead of gross darkness there is increasing light. 
The summer is now nigh at hand. Paul says we are all the 
children of light, and the children of the day (I Thess. 5:5). 
The outpouring of the Spirit destroys Antichrist (II Thess. 
2:8). 
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| do not believe there will be any sputtering out of the 
present move of God throughout the church or among the 
young people. This is the time for them to return. The 
Roman Church will be entirely renewed, as will every 
Protestant denomination. It was a new generation that 
had to go into the Promised Land as we read in Deut. 1:32. 
The cycle of disobedience of the parents gave way to the 
renewed obedience of the new generation. This is exactly 
what Malachi prophesied in chapter 4 verse 6. This 
onward move among the new generation will go on 
without hiatus unto crescendo. 

So lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth 
nigh. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 


THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST 


One of the major objections to the statement that the 
Papacy of the Middle Ages was a fulfillment of Antichrist is 
found in | John 4:3. In the King James Version this reads: 
“And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus is come in 
the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist.” 
The spirit of antichrist is an evil spirit that denies Jesus, 
who was manifest in the flesh. This does not mean, as 
some believe, that the antichrist actually taught that Jesus 
never existed in a mortal body. It means in simple terms 
that the antichrist denied the Christ who was manifest in 
the flesh, by being an impostor. The whole ministry of 
Antichrist, being a false Christ, would deny in every detail 
the sweet ministry of Jesus, who manifested the grace of 
God in His life and gave us salvation. 

| have already explained that Judas Iscariot is a type of 
Antichrist, for both he (John 17:21) and the man of sin (II 
Thess. 2:3) are described as the son of perdition. Judas 
was Called a disciple, that is, a disciplined follower of Jesus 
and a believer (Luke 6:13-16), and as a believer he allowed 
Satan to tempt him to sell his Lord for money (John 13:2). 
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He accepted the proposition and Satan entered into him 
(verse 27) and he sold his Savior for money. This is exactly 
what Pope Leo X did through the German priest Tetzel, 
who went throughout Germany selling indulgences for 
money, with the cry, “He who drops a coin in this box will 
have his sins forgiven for ever.” It was the selling of 
indulgences that stirred Martin Luther to his depths and 
precipitated the Reformation. Luther wrote personally to 
Pope Leo X naming him as Antichrist. The great basilica of 
St. Peter’s, Rome was built with money obtained by selling 
salvation for cash — salvation which was purchased by the 
Blood of Jesus and is free to all who believe. The man of 
sin, the son of perdition, was seen in the activity of the 
spirit of Antichrist working through Leo X. 

Pope Leo X denied the salvation of the Christ who came 
in the flesh, by selling it for money. The very work of 
redemption wrought on the cross of Calvary was denied 
and cancelled out by the blasphemous action of the Pope 
in selling salvation. Truly Antichrist denied Jesus Christ 
who came in the flesh. He did not say that Jesus had never 
lived in a mortal body; he simply denied Jesus who gave 
that body as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. He was 
the manifestation of the Antichrist because he was a false, 
pretending Christ. He was a phony. His life, ministry, 


108 


teaching and practice all denied the finished work of 
Calvary. 

One of the big issues was salvation by faith. This was 
the rallying cry of the Reformation, “The just shall live by 
faith,” not by works of the church or by obedience to the 
ordinances of the Pope. This simple teaching that “Jesus 
paid it all” and gave salvation freely to all the ‘whosoever,’ 
was hotly denied by the whole Papal system from top to 
bottom, and millions were put to death because they 
believed this truth. The teachings of the Pope in the 
Middle Ages from 500 to 1870 A.D. simply denied this fact 
that we are justified by faith alone. It is really only since 
1967 that the Roman Catholic Church is teaching again 
that their members must be born again of the Spirit of God 
and that Jesus is Lord, because of the present outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit in the Charismatic movement among 
them. It took the coming of the Spirit in Pentecostal 
manifestation to bring back to them the simple teachings 
of the Reformation period. The Roman Church is returning 
back to the Bible, away from traditions of hundreds of 
years. The spirit of Antichrist is being consumed by the 
word of Jesus’ mouth, that is the return of the charismatic 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, which are again revealing Jesus as 
the Head of the Church to the Roman Church. God is about 
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to fill the Roman Catholics with His Spirit, because He 
loves them. He wants to prepare them as well as every 
other Protestant Church group, for His return, His church 
His Bride ... will be without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing at His coming. 

The spirit of Antichrist referred to in | John 4:3 is the 
same as the spirit that controls the lawless one of II Thess. 
2:8. The word ‘wicked’ referring to the man of sin or 
antichrist, is controlled by a lawless spirit, not governed by 
the Spirit of God who reveals Jesus, but a terrible religious 
spirit that simulates the Christ. This spirit is “not of God” (I 
John 4:3), but was already in the world, and would only 
reach its full power after the pagan Roman Empire had 
been removed. 

Again let us remember that the definition of an 
antichrist is given by John — “As you have heard that 
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists, 
whereby we know it is the last time (i.e. Anno Domini). 
THEY WENT OUT FROM US, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would not doubt have continued 
with us” (I John 2:18-19). From this we find that an 
antichrist is one who followed with the Lord (as did Judas 
Iscariot) but finally left the faith and established a false 
church. This is why the Book of Revelation shows us the 
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contrast between the scarlet woman on the seven hills (of 
Rome) (Rev. 17:4—5) and the Virgin Church of Revelation 
12. Thank God that the Blood of Jesus is able to cleanse 
the harlot church, as the power of antichrist is destroyed 
by the Holy Spirit, the Breath of God, and bring it back to 
the condition of the Virgin Church. In this we see Mary the 
mother of Jesus as a beautiful type of the true cleansed 
church ready for the return of the Savior. 

By no stretch of the imagination, or the forcing of 
Scripture of predetermined hypotheses, can an antichrist 
ever be made to be a Jew or a political ruler. In the last 
few days we have learned that some are teaching that 
Henry Kissinger of the United States Foreign Office is the 
antichrist; another person told us she expected him to 
come from outer space at any minute. This is what 
happens when people are off track in their understanding 
of fulfilled prophecy. In attempting to identify any 
antichrist, in Paul’s day or in the Middle Ages, we must 
look for a man who is a religious apostate from primitive 
Christianity, and who claims to be the vicarious 
representative of Christ, but denies the simple teachings 
of the Savior. Our search will not take us long. He has been 
manifested in history, which is behind us. If you look for a 
future antichrist, you are going to be disappointed. It is to 
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Christ that we look today, for the government is upon His 
shoulder, and He is already pouring out His Spirit upon the 
whole church — Protestant, Catholic and Baptist. 

Let us not be disturbed by the history of the Roman 
Church in the dark ages. It happened. The Bible prophesied 
it and we cannot turn back the clock, but we can all come 
together in the love of Christ in this final restoration and 
renewal of the whole church. 

| find God has given me a special love for the Catholics 
who are emerging from such darkness into the glorious 
light of the Gospel. They are being born again and filled 
with the Spirit so easily, and few in the Roman Church 
seem to be opposing God’s Spirit — not even the present 
Pope, who may be the last one. We should pray earnestly 
that all Bishops of the Church of Rome shall soon be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit and manifest the gifts of the 
Spirit. What a wonderful thing it would be if the present 
Pope were to receive the baptism in the Spirit and openly 
acknowledge that he praised God in tongues daily! Let us 
pray to this end. 

In praying thus let us also remember that the daughters 
of Rome are the Reformation churches, the historic 
churches. May their leaders and members also be likewise 
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filled with the Holy Spirit. May ‘agape’ love be the portion 
of us all. Amen. 
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